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Letters	to	My	Church	

B o r n	 i n	 1 7 3 5 ,	 R o b e r t	
Robinson	 was	 an	 English	
Dissenter	 and	 Bap:st	 who	
wrote	 “Come	 Thou	 Fount”	 at	
the	 age	 of	 22.	 By	 the	 end	 of	
his	 life,	 the	 song	 enjoyed	 a	
certain	 level	 of	 celebrity	 in	
England.	 The	 lore	 around	 the	
song	 says	 that	 Robinson	 was	
traveling	by	carriage	when	the	
other	 passengers	 began	
discussing	 religion.	 Without	

knowing	 that	 Robinson	 was	 a	 hymn	 writer,	 they	
eventually	 steered	 the	 conversa:on	 to	 “Come	 Thou	
Fount”,	and	in	par:cular,	the	lines	“Prone	to	wander,	
Lord	I	feel	it/Prone	to	leave	the	God	I	love.”		

How	 could	 someone	 leave	 the	 god	 they	 love,	 the	
carriage	passengers	asked?	It	doesn’t	make	any	sense	
another	 commented.	 Quietly,	 in	 response	 to	 the	
cri:cism,	 Robinson	 intoned,	 “No,	 it	 doesn’t.	 That’s	
why	I	wrote	the	song.”		

AVer	 enduring	 for	 almost	 three	 centuries,	 we	 know	
that	those	lines	are	some	of	the	most	beloved.	Their	
:mbre	resonates	with	many	of	us	who	want	to	live	a	
godly	 life	 but	 know	 how	 challenging	 it	 can	 be	 to	
actually	do	so.		

Our	 theme	 for	 the	 season	 of	 Lent	 this	 year	 is	
Wandering	 Heart:	 Figuring	 out	 Faith	 with	 Peter	 and	
each	week	is	paired	with	a	line	from	the	song	“Come	
Thou	Fount”.	If	any	biblical	character	personifies	what	
it	 is	 to	 be	 prone	 to	wander	 and	 leave	 the	God	 they	
love,	then	it’s	Peter.	From	drama:c	displays	of	loyalty	
and	 love	 to	 heartbreaking	 betrayal	 and	 fear,	 Peter	

experiences	 the	 whole	
g a m u t	 o f	 h u m a n	
experience	 and	 religious	

devo:on.	He	is	the	best	of	us	and	the	worst	of	us,	and	
there’s	a	Peter	living	inside	of	all	of	us.	

Here’s	what	 the	 Sanc:fied	 Art	 Crea:ve	 Team	 has	 to	
say	about	the	theme:		

“This	Lent,	we	are	focusing	on	the	life	and	faith	of	one	
of	 Jesus’	 most	 famous	 disciples.	 In	 Peter,	 we	 see	 a	
person	 who	 is	 both	 steadfast	 and	 unsteady,	 a	 dear	
friend	 and	 a	 betrayer,	 a	 follower	 and	 a	wanderer.	 In	
Peter,	 we	 oVen	 see	 ourselves.	 By	 following	 Peter’s	
journey,	we	watch	 the	 story	of	 Jesus	unfold	 through	
the	eyes	of	a	very	normal	human	trying	to	figure	it	all	
out—just	like	us.		

“As	we	were	studying	Peter’s	 faith	 journey,	 the	 lyrics	
of	 ‘Come	 Thou	 Fount’	 came	 to	mind.	 It’s	 as	 if	 Peter	
himself	 wrote	 this	 song.	 And	 so,	 for	 each	 step	 in	
Peter’s	 journey,	we	have	selected	a	phrase	 from	this	
hymn.	As	we	follow	Peter’s	story,	we	will	sing	our	way	
through	Lent,	binding	our	wandering	hearts	to	God.		

“In	 this	 series,	 we	 want	 to	 affirm	 that	 faith	 is	 a	
constant	 journey	 of	 steadfast	 pursuit,	 one	 that	 ebbs	
and	flows,	seeks	and	wanders.	We	want	to	affirm	that	
wandering	 is	 explora:on,	 not	 necessarily	 distance	
from	 God.	We	want	 to	 affirm	 the	 ways	 Peter	 keeps	
going:	he	drops	his	nets,	he	walks	on	water,	he	runs	to	
the	empty	tomb,	he	swims	to	the	shore	to	meet	the	
risen	 Christ.	 He	 keeps	 searching	 and	 yearning	 and	
loving,	even	aVer	missteps	or	mistakes.	Ul:mately,	in	
Peter’s	 story,	 we	 are	 reminded	 that	 God	 loves	
imperfect	 people—in	 fact,	 :me	 and	 again,	 that’s	
precisely	who	God	claims	and	calls.		

“This	Lent,	we	will	 look	for	ourselves	 in	the	stepping	
stones	of	Peter’s	story.	We	will	reflect	on	the	stages	of	
our	own	faith	 journeys	as	well	as	who	and	what	has	
shaped	us	along	 the	way.	As	we	wander,	 let	us	 tune	
our	hearts	to	sing	God’s	grace.	May	we	rest	in	streams	
of	mercy,	never	ceasing.”	

NorthHaven:  An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring, challenging and 

equipping each other to participate in God’s great story.

Jakob	Topper	
Senior	Pastor

This	series	will	begin	on	Ash	Wednesday	at	6:00	p.m.	and	con:nue	during	
the	morning	worship	services	at	10:30	a.m.	through	Easter.		A	devo:onal	
booklet	will	also	be	available	for	you.
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February 7: Ashton Pascal-Wilson 
February 13: Caskey Stevens 
February 16: Jay Liang 
February 18: Julie Garrett 
February 20: Eleanor Duncan 

February 20: Sandi Lasseter 
February 20: Kelly Miller 
February 23: Dominic Leone 
February 24: Sandra Mayo 
February 25: Dawson Lasseter
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	Born in 1735, Robert Robinson was an English Dissenter and Baptist who wrote “Come Thou Fount” at the age of 22. By the end of his life, the song enjoyed a certain level of celebrity in England. The lore around the song says that Robinson was traveling by carriage when the other passengers began discussing religion. Without knowing that Robinson was a hymn writer, they eventually steered the conversation to “Come Thou Fount”, and in particular, the lines “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it/Prone to leave the God I love.”
	How could someone leave the god they love, the carriage passengers asked? It doesn’t make any sense another commented. Quietly, in response to the criticism, Robinson intoned, “No, it doesn’t. That’s why I wrote the song.”
	After enduring for almost three centuries, we know that those lines are some of the most beloved. Their timbre resonates with many of us who want to live a godly life but know how challenging it can be to actually do so.
	Our theme for the season of Lent this year is Wandering Heart: Figuring out Faith with Peter and each week is paired with a line from the song “Come Thou Fount”. If any biblical character personifies what it is to be prone to wander and leave the God they love, then it’s Peter. From dramatic displays of loyalty and love to heartbreaking betrayal and fear, Peter experiences the whole gamut of human experience and religious devotion. He is the best of us and the worst of us, and there’s a Peter living inside of all of us.
	Here’s what the Sanctified Art Creative Team has to say about the theme:
	“This Lent, we are focusing on the life and faith of one of Jesus’ most famous disciples. In Peter, we see a person who is both steadfast and unsteady, a dear friend and a betrayer, a follower and a wanderer. In Peter, we often see ourselves. By following Peter’s journey, we watch the story of Jesus unfold through the eyes of a very normal human trying to figure it all out—just like us.
	“As we were studying Peter’s faith journey, the lyrics of ‘Come Thou Fount’ came to mind. It’s as if Peter himself wrote this song. And so, for each step in Peter’s journey, we have selected a phrase from this hymn. As we follow Peter’s story, we will sing our way through Lent, binding our wandering hearts to God.
	“In this series, we want to affirm that faith is a constant journey of steadfast pursuit, one that ebbs and flows, seeks and wanders. We want to affirm that wandering is exploration, not necessarily distance from God. We want to affirm the ways Peter keeps going: he drops his nets, he walks on water, he runs to the empty tomb, he swims to the shore to meet the risen Christ. He keeps searching and yearning and loving, even after missteps or mistakes. Ultimately, in Peter’s story, we are reminded that God loves imperfect people—in fact, time and again, that’s precisely who God claims and calls.
	“This Lent, we will look for ourselves in the stepping stones of Peter’s story. We will reflect on the stages of our own faith journeys as well as who and what has shaped us along the way. As we wander, let us tune our hearts to sing God’s grace. May we rest in streams of mercy, never ceasing.”

