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Letters	to	My	Church	

A s	 i t	 w a s	 i n	 t h e	
beginning,	 is	 now,	 and	
ever	shall	be.	

In	 the	 last	 year,	 we	
moved	to	a	new	 loca8on	
and	 restarted	 many	 of	
o u r	 f o c u s e s	 a n d	
programs.	 We	 hit	 the	
g r o u n d	 r u n n i n g ,	
e s tab l i s hed	 m i s s i on	

teams,	created	systems	to	fill	and	fund	those	
teams,	and	made	a	monumental	 shi>	 in	our	
Missions	 work.	 For	 years,	 our	 focus	 was	
survival.	 How	 do	 we	 endure	 a	 pandemic,	
afford	 to	 keep	 our	 doors	 open,	 and	 work	
through	 conflict	 together?	 For	 a	 season	 we	
were	 necessarily	 self-centered,	 but	 that	
changed	when	we	sold	our	building,	created	
our	 endowment,	 and	 moved	 into	 our	 new	
loca8on.		

The	 new	 loca l e	 i t se l f	 afforded	 u s	
opportuni8es	 to	 feed	 and	 clothe	 unhoused	
persons	 and	 vulnerable	 teenagers	 from	 the	
high	 school.	 We	 responded	 faithfully	 by	
crea8ng	a	food	pantry,	a	team	for	high	school	
outreach,	 and	 building	 a	 partnership	 with	
Food	 and	 Shelter	 for	 Friends.	 These	 are	 just	
three	 of	 the	 many	 things	 that	 became	

p a s s i o n	 p r o j e c t s	
c e n t r a l	 t o	 o u r	
congrega8on’s	 mission	

in	 the	 world	 and	 our	 understanding	 of	
ourselves	within	the	last	year.	

When	 John	sat	down	 to	write	his	gospel,	he	
wisely	 borrowed	 the	 opening	 words	 of	
Genesis	 to	 use	 as	 as	 his	 own,	 “In	 the	
beginning…”	Almost	as	 if	 to	say,	“Let	no	one	
misunderstand	what	 is	 happening:	 the	 Jesus	
movement	 i sn ’ t	 a	 new,	 an8-Jewish	
movement	 as	 some	 suggested.	 It	 is	 the	
Jewish	 story	 con8nued	 and	 expanded	 into	 a	
new	 world.”	 Likewise,	 NorthHaven’s	 restart	
was	 an	 opportunity	 to	 move	 forward	 by	
moving	 back	 to	 the	 fundamentals	 of	 our	
mission	and	vision.	NorthHaven	was	founded	
as	an	inclusive	&	progressive	congrega8on	in	
Oklahoma	 with	 strong	 mission	 values.	 Over	
the	 years,	 other	 good	 values	 arose	 and	
competed	for	primacy,	as	 is	unavoidable	and	
necessary,	but	when	given	the	opportunity	to	
use	 our	 energy	 freely,	 without	 untenable	
financial	 burdens,	 NorthHaven	 once	 again	
commiVed	 itself	 to	 the	values	upon	which	 it	
was	 founded:	 inclusion,	 mission,	 and	
community.		

(con8nued	on	page	2)	

NorthHaven:  An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring, challenging and 

equipping each other to participate in God’s great story.

Jakob	Topper	
Senior	Pastor
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January 5: B. Don Steveson 
January 9: Neal Hardin 
January 10: Emmy Hollingsworth 
January 12: Capri Foreman 
January 12: Brad Moore 

January 19: Mary Hardin 
January 22: Michael Boles 
January 23: Zac Stevens 
January 28: Maria Gray

Winter Gear Drive

kids choir

NorthHaven Family Ministry

 January 2024                                 Monthly Newsletter of NorthHaven Family Ministry

 I F  T H E R E  I S  A N Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D ,  P L E A S E  C A L L / T E X T / E M A I L /  U S !
P A M E L A @ N O R T H H A V E N C H U R C H . N E T
K A I T L Y N @ N O R T H H A V E N C H U R C H . N E T

Happy New Year

Throughout the month of January the Youth

will be collecting winter gear to give to

Food and Shelter. 

Intergenerational
Events

We have a lot of great intergenerational

events planned for 2024! The first one is

Trivia Night! Join us on Wednesday, January

31st for a fun evening!  

This Christmas marked the 4th year

we have been entrusted with the

young people of NorthHAven. We have

learned so much working with the

Youth and children and are looking

forward to 2024! 

(Con8nued	from	page	1)	

2024	is	the	20th	anniversary	of	NorthHaven’s	
birth.	 In	 the	 Bible,	 40	 is	 a	 symbolic	 number	
that	means	whole	or	complete,	as	in	finished.	
To	say	the	Israelites	wandered	for	40	years	in	
the	 wilderness	 is	
t o	 s a y	 t h e y	
wandered	 un8l	
their	 wilderness	
s e a s o n	 w a s	
completed—un8l	
it	 was	 finished.	
There’s	 poe8c	
beauty	in	the	fact	
t h a t	 w e ’ r e	
experiencing	 a	
congrega8onal	
r e b i r t h	 a t	
NorthHaven	 at	
t h e	 2 0	 y e a r	
mark.	We	are	not	
finished.	God	 s8ll	 has	work	 for	us	 to	do,	 but	
we	are	closing	the	door	on	one	season	of	our	
shared	 life	 together	 just	 as	 we’re	 opening	
another	one.	Our	future	is	full	of	possibility.		

We’re	 beginning	 to	 look	 ahead	 at	 how	 to	
celebrate	 our	 20th	 anniversary.	 What	 we’ve	
endured	and	what	we’ve	accomplished	in	our	
8me	together	is	no	small	feat,	and	celebra8ng	
victories	together	is	essen8al	when	8mes	are	
as	 tough	 as	 they’ve	 been.	 The	 anniversary	
gives	us	the	opportunity	to	take	stock	of	how	
the	world	has	changed	and	how	NorthHaven	
has	 evolved	 to	 respond	 to	 it	 and	 minister	

within	 it.	We	can	simultaneously	see	how	far	
we’ve	 come	 as	 a	 congrega8on	 and	 see	 that	
our	 origin	 story	 and	 core	 values	 are	 s8ll	
playing	themselves	out	within	us	today.	That’s	
something	to	be	proud	of	and	to	celebrate.		

We ’ve	 moved	
mountains	 to	 be	
where	 we	 are	
today,	 and	 each	
day,	 we	 see	 a	
liVle	more	clearly	
why	 our	 efforts	
to	endure	and	to	
survive	 were	 so	
important.	 There	
are	 s8ll	 people	
w h o	 n e e d	
NorthHaven	 to	
we l come	 and	
celebrate	 them.	
There	 are	 people	

who	 need	 NorthHaven	 to	 feed	 and	 clothe	
them.	 There	 are	 people	 who	 need	
NorthHaven	to	be	an	inclusive	family	of	Christ	
followers	just	to	prove	that	it	can	be	done	and	
there	is	s8ll	hope	for	the	church.		

I’m	 convinced	 that	 the	 world	 needs	
NorthHaven	 more	 today	 than	 ever	 before.	
People	 long	 for	 authen8c	 connec8on	 and	
community,	and	NorthHaven	can	provide	that	
with	 meaning	 and	 purpose	 to	 boot.	 The	
harvest	is	plen8ful	but	the	workers	are	few,	so	
pray	 to	 the	 Lord	 of	 the	 Harvest	 to	 send	
workers	into	the	fields.	(MaV.	9:37-38)		
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