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On this past Sunday, February 27th, we
held the rst town hall mee ng with
the congrega on to discuss the
possible sell of the church building.
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There were plenty of tears, my own
among them, and the spirit of the
room was always one of respect and
kindness. I’ve never been more proud
of my church.

The week before the mee ng I had
co ee with one of our prospec ve
members who started a ending NorthHaven during the
pandemic. I think NorthHaven is the best church in the
world, but beginning at a church during a pandemic and
amidst all of the di cult conversa ons we’ve been having
certainly doesn’t seem like the most ideal me. So I asked,
“why do you keep coming back?”
A er the town hall mee ng on Sunday, this same person
pulled me aside and said, “That’s why I keep coming back.
That was real.”
A er witnessing our town hall mee ng, another guest who
has been a ending made an appointment to visit with me
this week. “That was the last sign I needed to know this
was the church for me.” He will be joining the church this
upcoming Sunday.
Di cult mes come to all of us, as the last few years taught
us with painful clarity. And NorthHaven has more than its
fair share of di cul es, but the measure of our faithfulness
isn’t whether things are always easy, but how we respond
and how we behave when things are di cult.
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In one of the most di cult
moments in the life of our
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church and during a conversa on fraught with emo on,
our guests and prospects are telling us that we shined the
light of Jesus and they could see it.
That’s something to be proud of, Church. I am proud of you
and proud to be your pastor.
The next town hall mee ng will be following worship this
upcoming Sunday, March 6th. A pizza lunch will be
provided.
A vote is tenta vely planned for March 13th.
Let me leave you with one of my favorite poems that is
ng for this season:
How to Tell The Truth
by Paul Williams (“Na on of Lawyers”)
When you just have to talk,
try being silent.
When you feel reluctant to say anything,
make the e ort
to put what you’re feeling into words.
This is a place to begin.
Pushing gently
against the current
of your own impulses
is an e ec ve technique
for dislodging
and discovering
your truth.
How to tell the truth?
Taste it
and remember the taste in your heart.
(con nued on page 3)

NorthHaven: An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring,
challenging and equipping each other to participate in God’s

great story.
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(con nued from page 1)
Risk it
from the bo om of your love.
Take the risk
of telling the truth
about what you’re feeling.

Art Night Rescheduled!

Take the risk
of telling your loved one
your secrets.
It’s true
you might be misunderstood.
Look and see
if you’re willing to trust
yourselves
to misunderstand each other
and go on from there.
When someone speaks to you
and you feel yourself not wan ng to hear it
try le ng it in.
You don’t have to agree that they’re right.
Just take the risk
of listening as if they could possibly be speaking
some truth—
and see what happens.
Listen as if.
Listen as if you can’t always tell
what the truth is.
Listen as if you might be wrong,
especially when you know you’re right.
Listen as if
you were willing to take the risk
of growing beyond
your righteousness.
Listen as if
love ma ered.
March : Joanie Abbott
March : Rita Ryan
March : Leslie Bumgarner
March : Kate Jordan
March : Paula Smalling
March : Thad Williams
March : Wendy Foreman
March : Levin Lockett

ti

tt

1

4

5

9

2

1

7

4

2

1

1

1

2

tt

tti

ti

Page 2

Page 3

