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Of ce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Contact Information:
Church Phone:
405.321.8170
Day School Phone:
405.919.3989
Emails:
jakob@northhavenchurch.net
sheri@northhavenchurch.net
kaitlyn@northhavenchurch.net
pamela@northhavenchurch.net
pattidrennan@gmail.com
kayleigh@northhavenchurch.net
dayschool@northhavenchurch.net
info@northhavenchurch.net

Website:
www.northhavenchurch.net

Letters to My Church
There’s a hilarious and insigh ul
scene in the 2006 cinema c
masterpiece, The Ballad of Ricky
Bobby, when Will Farrell’s character,
Ricky Bobby, is praying before the
Thanksgiving meal.
At rst he prays “dear lord baby
Jesus,” but as the scene progresses,
Jakob Topper his prayer becomes more and more
Senior Pastor absurd. His wife even stops him to
point out that Baby Jesus did grow
up, and it’s
o pu ng to keep praying to
baby Jesus. But Ricky Bobby
doubles down, asser ng that
he can pray to whoever he
wants and he likes the baby
Jesus the best.
Next they go around the table taking turns talking
about all the di erent ways that they like to imagine
Jesus. With eagles wings, singing lead vocals at a
Leonard skinnard concert, wearing a t-shirt tuxedo,
etc.
Ricky Bobby ends the prayer by praying to “dear 8 lbs,
6 ounce baby Jesus, who doesn’t even know a word
yet, all cuddly…” It’s an absurd scene, as hilarious as it
is an actually astute piece of social commentary. It
illustrates our propensity to recreate Jesus into
images that we are more comfortable with, who
won’t confront our own lifestyle and choices, as is
especially evident in the movie scene. We do it when
we paint pictures of the middle eastern Jesus with
white skin and blue eyes and make Jesus a pale
skinned, freckle-faced, redhead in the na vity scenes
we display.
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But sen mentality can also be a hindrance to building
a real rela onship with the living Christ. That’s why
the season of Advent always carries with it a second
purpose as well. The season uses the rst advent of
Jesus as a baby to also talk about the second advent
of Jesus as King and Lord of all. It’s a clever double
entandra built into the liturgical season, but that
second meaning, the emphasis on the second
coming, is overshadowed more and more each year.
Whether it’s because the commercial Christmas
industry grows larger and larger taking up more and
more space, or because though ul Chris ans are
embarrassed by the second coming. Too much pie in
the sky and supernatural mumbo jumbo to take
seriously.
But we can and we must take this second emphasis of
the Advent season seriously, not because it’s
something that will happen in the distant future, but
because it is something that is happening right now
all around us. There’s too much pain and su ering in
the world to se le on a simplis c, sen mental faith
that con nes Jesus to the manger and to the
periphery of our lives and world.
Jesus came to us incarnate as baby and then as a
man, but the story doesn’t end there. He comes into
our world today, lling his children and his Church
with divine purpose and supernatural strength to
endure hardship, sit in solidarity with the su ering,
and be the bearers of the Advent message in all the
places where people are in pain. Christ has come, and
Christ will come again.

NorthHaven: An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring,
challenging and equipping each other to participate in God’s

great story.
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This tendency is especially true during the Christmas
season, when the emphasis on the Advent of Christ
into our world in the form of a helpless baby breads
such sen mentality. And it should, because the
incarna on of God is Love on full display. In Jesus’s
birth God is already saying that it is good to be
human, and God is on our side.
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December : Jerry Evers
December : Loneta Hayes
December : Christopher Canary
December : Caroline Whitaker
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: Jamie Whitaker
: Connel Smalling
: Donna Evers
: Ethan Cox
: Merry Dorean
: Nevaeh Abbott
: David Biles
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: Lavonn Brown
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