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Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday
Closed
Contact Information:
Church Phone: 321-8170
Day School: (405) 919-9389
Emails:
jakob@northhavenchurch.net
cheryl@northhavenchurch.net
sheri@northhavenchurch.net
kaitlyn@northhavenchurch.net
pamela@northhavenchurch.net
kayleigh@northhavenchurch.net
dayschool@northhavenchurch.net
mike@northhavenchurch.net
info@northhavenchurch.net

Website:
www.northhavenchurch.net

Dear NorthHaven Family:
During our giving campaign in the fall of 2019, Pastor Jakob shared in the sermon
titled “A Generous Creation” that 40% or our church’s contributions come from 1%
of our givers who are over 90 years old. This generosity is what enabled the
creation and thriving of NorthHaven Church.
Without that generosity,
NorthHaven would not exist today in its current form. We cannot adequately
express our gratitude. We are heartbroken that they have passed away, but
overwhelmed with gratefulness for the legacy of generosity that they leave for
NorthHaven to grow into.
However, in their absence, NorthHaven is facing a financial challenge that must be
addressed immediately. We are halfway through our fiscal year, and we have a
budget deficit of $60,000. Since there does not seem to be an end to the pandemic
in the immediate future, we can only imagine that this deficit will become larger.
The Executive and Budget Committees have met and have made as many cuts to
the budget for the remainder of the year that are practical, but we need your help.
We are requesting that everyone prayerfully consider your level of contributions to
the church, and to give as faithfully and as generously as possible in the next
months.
NorthHaven Family, we are so blessed to have our church and our church staﬀ, but
we do have bills, salaries, and financial commitments to pay and we need everyone
working together. Thank you for all your prayers and considerations on these
matters.

“For I
know the
plans I have
for you,”
declares
the Lord,
“plans to
prosper you
and not to
harm you,
plans to
give you
hope and a
future.”
Jeremiah
29:11

God Bless,
Sandi Lasseter
Executive Committee

NorthHaven: An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring,
challenging and equipping each other to participate in God’s

great story.

Return Service Requested
P.O. Box 722772
Norman, OK 73070

ARTicle by Don Schooler
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We’ve Been Here Before: The Passion
of Sacco & Vanzetti

On April 15, 1920, a
paymaster and a
security guard in
Braintree, MA are
murdered during an
armed robbery of the
Slater & Morrill Shoe
Company. Within
three weeks two
Italian immigrants are
arrested for the
murders – Nicola
Sacco and
Bartolomeo Vanzetti.
Less than three
months later, on July
14, 1921, a jury quickly finds the men guilty of
first-degree murder. Judge Webster Thayer sentenced
them to death, and following several failed appeals the
men are executed on August 23, 1927.
Now, if that was all there was to the story then it would
have been lost to history, being little more than an
embarrassing Ancestry.com discovery for their
descendants. And I wouldn’t be bothering with this
ARTicle. But, of course, that’s not all there is to the
story.
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti both left Italy in
1908 to travel to America, to be part of the “American
Dream.” Observing the poverty and inequitable
treatment of poor immigrants, they quickly become
disillusioned. They embraced the writings of Italian
anarchist, Errico Malatesta, becoming convinced that a
“cooperative community” was the only way they and
their fellow immigrants could prosper. Convinced that
anarchism was the best way to defeat the systemic
racism and discriminatory treatment keeping them
from realizing the American Dream, they publicly
vocalized their disapproval on the streets and in union
halls. Rallying others to their cause, they encouraged
public demonstrations and pushed back against the
government and law enforcement.
They protested, refusing to swallow their tongues and
demanding to be heard. They cared nothing about
protecting others’ feelings, or speaking courteously, or
walking softy. As they had never been extended such
niceties, they saw little reason to do so for others.
They knew the silent wheel went ignored, and that the
squeaky wheel got attention, but the wheel violently
ripped from its mooring would demand an immediate
repair before the entire machine failed. So they began
to rip.
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This did not sit well with those in power, with those
who benefitted from the status quo. Who were Sacco
and Vanzetti to raise such alarm?! To demand
change?! To refuse to accept what was, what had
been, and as far as they were concerned, would
always be?!
So, a couple of unsolved murders proved a convenient
way to stop the ripping and to silence their tongues.
A jury holding anti-immigrant, anti-Italian, antianarchists sympathies went unchallenged. Recanted
testimony, conflicting ballistics evidence, and a
prejudicial, pretrial statement by the jury foreman were
ignored. Even a confession by another person claiming
to have been part of the armed robbery was
overlooked. Sacco and Vanzetti were “guilty” before
the trial even began.
Writers, celebrities, artists, and academicians spoke
up in defiance of the verdict. Then Harvard law
professor and future Supreme Court Justice Felix
Frankfurter argued their innocence in an article for the
Atlantic Monthly. Protests were held throughout
America and around the world (Paris, London, Tokyo,
Sydney, Buenos Aires, etc.), devolving into riots when
their protestations went ignored and the men
executed.
One man who strongly objected to the verdicts and the
underlying, systemic racism, and rigged system was
Lithuanian born, artist Ben Shahn. He painted a series
of paintings to bring attention to the Sacco and
Vanzetti travesty of justice. An example of his art is
above. I encourage you to watch this YouTube video
for more information about Sacco, Vanzetti, and
Shahn, particularly this painting - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qc-gvsyV2GI
And now, some hundred years and three generations
later, we find ourselves having the same conversation,
marching the same march, shouting the same shouts –
OR – demanding the same silence, turning away from
that which makes us uncomfortable, and refusing to
engage or critically exam ourselves.
We must do better. And if we don’t, I am certain there
is another Ben
Shahn waiting to
record our failures
for future
generations,
ensuring THIS
current time is not
lost to history.
#BLM
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Summer/Fall SuggesGons
SUGGESTIONS
With Summer coming to an end Fall just around the
corner, a change in temperatures can’t be far behind.
Learning takes place outdoors as well as indoors.
These experiences give children sensory pleasure and
aid in key developmental areas. Here are a few
suggesPons that will help your child parPcipate fully in
these play experiences:

NorthHaven Day
School News

DATES TO REMEMBER:
•Aug 6: Last Day of Summer Program
•Aug 20: Meet The Teacher. 8a-10a
Mask will be required and Social Distancing
measures will be taken.
•Aug 25: First Day of Fall Session
SUMMER PROGRAM
We have had so much fun and experienced so much
joy working with the children and their families this
summer! It is hard to believe that our Summer
Program is coming to an end. We hope that you all
have enjoyed learning about creaPon with your
children and had a small glimpse into their daily
rouPne, despite the restricPons in place for Covid-19.
Covid-19 Update
We want to conPnue to thank each of you for your
conPnued support, prayers and respect during our
Pme of restricted policies. Your paPence and
understanding have been a blessing to each of us here
at NorthHaven Day School. It is because of YOU and
your diligence, that we have all remained healthy and
pracPcing safety measures while at school. As always,
if you or your child(ren) are experiencing any
symptoms, we politely ask for you to remain at home
unPl you are symptom free.

•Don’t forget to put sunscreen on your child before
school.
•Dress your child in clothes that they don’t have to
worry about ge^ng messy.
• As the day gets warmer, your child can take oﬀ the
top layer in order to be comfortable.
•For your child’s safety, send him/her to school in
socks and rubber soled shoes.
•Keep a change of clothes handy in your car in case
you have to go somewhere aber school.
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LeQers to my Church
If you haven’t yet read Sandi’s statement from the ExecuPve Commi\ee, I
recommend you go do that ﬁrst.
There you saw that NorthHaven is facing a diﬃcult ﬁnancial situaPon. We’ve been
dependent on a couple of generous givers for a long Pme, and we’re now going to
evolve into a more balanced congregaPon.
It isn’t going to be easy, and there may be painful choices to make along the way,
but we’re in a posiPon to truly see what miracles God can accomplish with our
small acts of sacriﬁce and faithfulness.

Jakob Topper
Senior Pastor

One evening when Jesus spent most of the day preaching and teaching, he looked
out on the crowd and had compassion on them. They travelled miles to listen to
him, never stopping for lunch, and now, at the end of the day, they must be quite
hungry.

Rather than send them back home hungry, Jesus told his disciples to feed them. The
disciples didn’t have any food, so they looked around and noPced a young boy who lived
near by and did have food. Some bread and a few ﬁsh.

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK!
In addiPon to ge^ng informaPonal updates from our
website or in person, you can also “Like” us on
Facebook and share the good news of NorthHaven
Day School with your Facebook friends.

The boy presented it to Jesus, and Jesus performed a miracle so magniﬁcent it shows up in every single gospel
and even twice in the gospels of Ma\hew and Mark.

NEW PHONE NUMBER
We have a cell phone number. We are now able to
call/text and send pictures to you of your children.
While we sPll have the tradiPonal landline number, we
would ask that you please uPlize (405) 919-9389 if you
can!

There’s two interesPng ways I’ve read this interpreted. One is the classic interpretaPon of the miracle. That
Jesus supernaturally made the bread and ﬁsh go further and feed more stomachs than was naturally possible.
Jesus mulPplied the few available resources unPl they were enough for everyone.

Jesus took the few pieces of bread and the ﬁsh, and aber blessing it, ordered it distributed to the thousands of
people gathered to hear him.

The other interpretaPon that I ﬁnd fascinaPng is that Jesus didn’t actually do anything supernatural. The
miracle performed that day wasn’t the miracle of mulPplying food, bu the miracle of sharing. Aber all, how
plausible is it that a young boy was the only one with the foresight to pack a meal?
Instead, aber listening to Jesus speak and seeing the willingness of even a child to share his food, the
mulPtudes were inspired to share what they brought with one another as well. When all was said and down,
there miracle of sharing meant everyone had more than enough food and plenty leb over. Baskets of lebovers
were collected aber the meal was over.
Either way we interpret the story, the applicaPon is the nearly the same. When we follow the boy’s example
and oﬀer what li\le we have, then miracles can happen.

SCHOOL REGISTRATION
We are currently taking registraPons for the
2020-2021 school year. Enrollment packets are
available online or we can send one home with your
child. Please keep in mind that in order to a\end
NorthHaven you must register each year. Do not
assume a space has been saved for your child. Please
call if you have any quesPons.

It’s no accident that this miracle began with a child and a small oﬀering. The power of Jesus was on display in a
miraculous way.
When we oﬀer ourselves and our resources to God sacriﬁcially- faithfully- then what happens next is in God’s
hands. I can’t wait to see what happens next, NorthHaven.
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into my faith in God, remembering that He will never
leave me.

“Our Wounded
Alleluias Will Rise
Again!”
Usually, I would have just returned from a\ending the
Alleluia conference hosted by Baylor University. It’s
always an inspiring Pme and a chance to recharge as a
church music leader. This year, like so many other
things, the conference had to be cancelled. What did
happen was a 45-minute Zoom session each of the four
days that would have been Alleluia. One session was
devoted to reﬂecPons of what the conference has
meant to some who have been involved in its planning
and presenPng. Those who have been there from its
incepPon almost 20 years ago told of how it came to be
and memories through the years.
In another Zoom session the following quesPons were
asked:
“Why sing? Why music?”
“How has music sustained you during a dark or
diﬃcult Pme?”
“How do we maintain and keep that need for
music?”
“How do we fan the ﬂame of song?”
These quesPons were expanded through thoughts and
remembrances of three people who shared personal
experiences.
At Alleluia, there are many music reading sessions
where everyone sings through sample music together
to aid in selecPng music for a new church year. One
Zoom session gave a bite size version of this. It was led
by composer/church music editor Joseph MarPn, who
picked six selecPons which we could listen to and follow
along in music put up on the screen. During this
session, just as we were perusing the second selecPon
Joe had picked, a hacker got in. It was very un-nerving
and a bit scary. The tech facilitator was able to get it
taken care of. Even though it was a vile interrupPon
and hard to put behind me, it was certainly a reminder
of my need to keep my eyes on God and rest in him.
The ﬁnal session was a Pme of scripture and prayers to
send us forth. This Pme of ‘sending forth’ is always the
last session on Friday morning of the Alleluia
Conference. During the Zoom session oﬀered as a
subsPtute for it, I was reminded to sink my roots deeply

These days are challenging and diﬃcult to navigate.
When the pandemic hit, it forced us to shut down for a
while. It caused us to deal with a new normal, and we
are sPll dealing with it, as our normal changes daily. For
me, I suddenly had no choir to conduct nor worship to
lead. We began the adventure of recording all aspects
of a worship service to be put together by Jakob each
week. I am thankful for all those who parPcipated by
recording and submi^ng various parts of worship. I am
grateful for technology which enabled a semblance of
worship to happen, as well as Zoom sessions for Sunday
school and Bible/book studies.
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July 19, 2020 | 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service
Thank you to everyone who
made this possible. It was so
great to worship together in
person.
We will continue this as long as
we can!

Even though it is sPll very diﬀerent, recently it has been
wonderful to have the opportunity to worship in person
outdoors. I miss the choir but am most thankful for
Susan and Emily Miller helping me lead singing, and I
am also thankful for instrumentalists Kimberly Jensen,
Mike Sexton, and Angela Paganoni as they have
provided accompaniment and beauPful music.
Our future days will bring more challenges I am sure.
For me, this Pme has caused me to do some selfreﬂecPon, searching, and reading. In this, I am
reminded that we must remember “our anchor holds
and grips the solid rock.” DevoPonal writer Tasha
Gibson says, “By God’s grace, just as you are: You are
here. You are known. You are loved.” She shares from
Jeremiah 31:2-3, “The people who survived the sword
found grace in the wilderness. As Israel searched for a
place of rest, the Lord appeared to them from a
distance: ‘I have loved you with a love that lasts
forever. And so, with unfailing love, I have drawn you to
myself.’”
Seems to me this is a wilderness Pme and we need to
look for God’s grace in the wilderness. During the
music reading session that was interrupted by the
hacker, one of the presenters said, “Our wounded
alleluias will rise again.” What an apropos phrase! In
the meanPme, may we seek the LORD of salvaPon, and
unPl our alleluias can rise again, keep a song in our
hearts.
Alleluia,
Cheryl
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August 1: Jack Peters
August 3: Alyssa Topper
August 4: Omer Stephenson
August 8: Nate Franke
August 9: Hien Tran
August 12: Mitch Randall
August 13: Noah Jensen
August 15: Danielle Bain
August 17: Will McCutcheon
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August 17: Jennifer Waggoner
August 18: Hannah Fullbright
August 21: Jakob Topper
August 24: Isaace Wilson
August 26: Kaitlyn Knapp
August 26: Frankie Pratt
August 26: Donna Hallman
August 30: Lori Stevens

