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Letters to My Church

“Yes,” I say, “it will. It is because the nerve was
cut.”

Richard Selzer is a surgeon
who authored the book Mortal
Lessons. In it he tells a story
about discovering God
incarnate. He writes:

She nods and is silent. But the young man
smiles. “I like it,” he says, “It is kind of cute.”
All at once I know who he is. I understand and I
lower my gaze. One is not bold in an encounter
with God. Unmindful, he bends to kiss her
crooked mouth and I am so close I can see how
he twists his own lips to accommodate to hers, to
show her that their kiss still works”

“I stand by the bed where a
young woman lies, her face
postoperative, her mouth
Jakob Topper
twisted in palsy, clownish. A
Senior Pastor
tiny twig of
We live in a time where each
the facial
day we are tempted to feast
nerve, the one to the muscles
on sinful fear. We can look at
of her mouth, has been
If the Jesus story tells us anything, it
the world around us,
severed. She will be thus
tells us that God is present in
examine the evidence before
from now on. The surgeon
brokenness and suffering…
us, and we can despair. We
had followed with religious
can shake our fists at the
fever the curve of her flesh; I
heavens and wonder where
promise you that.
God is, or worse, shake our
Nevertheless, to remove the tumor in her cheek, I
fists at one another.
had to cut the little nerve.
Her young husband is in the room. He stands on
the opposite side of the bed and together they
seem to dwell in the evening lamplight, isolated
from me, private. Who are they, I ask myself, he
and this wry mouth I have made, who gaze at and
touch each other so generously, greedily?
The young woman speaks. “Will my mouth
always be like this?” she asks.

Or we can choose to look deeper.
If the Jesus story tells us anything, it tells us that
God is present in brokenness and suffering, but
for those who have eyes to see and ears to hear.
For those who are looking. But if we are looking,
then we can see the beauty of God within the
broken, and in doing so, we manifest the grace of
God in our world.
Jakob
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ARTicle by Don Schooler

Volunteers Unite! Right after church on Sunday,
January 5th, stay in the sanctuary to learn more
about volunteering in the children’s area! Those
who are pros, stay and find out about the new
curriculum, structure, and how to schedule days oﬀ
using the churches database. Those who are new,
stay and see how easy and enriching it will be to
volunteer! Pamela Duncan and Kaitlynn Knapp are
graciously stepping into the Children’s Ministry in
the short term as we assess future steps. Contact
one of them with questions or to volunteer in
Sunday School or Extended Session.
Pamela Duncan:
(405)426-7606

Kaitlynn Knapp:
(607)857-9879
kaitlynknapp@outlook.com

Thank you for helping us reach
our goal. We collected
$3,870 exceeding our goal of
$3,000!
January 11: Michael Morgan

January 22: Madison Waggoner

January 12: Capri Foreman

January 25: Fred Benenati

January 12: Susan Byers

January 12: Brad Moore

January 17: Lynn Foreman

January 5: Don Steveson
January 9: Neal Hardin

THIS IS BANANAS – LITERALLY.
This is the most perfectly “Don Schooler” ARTicle as it involves so many prominent things in my life – art, law, and silly.
This is Maurizio Cattelan, a self-taught, Italian artist, with a satirical sense of humor, who has exhibited
his art internationally. He’s a talented, conceptual sculptor, but his art is ...
well, different, and silly, and some might argue not even really art. Now I can’t
offer a good definition of “art,” and I tried in an earlier ARTicle, so let me
move on by saying Mr. Cattelan has a way of making people take notice.
In 2013, Christie’s Auction House sold a piece called “Frank and Jamie,”
which depicts two life-sized NYC police officers (presumably, Frank and
Jamie) balanced on their heads, up against the wall. Why? Why not. The piece sold for $965,000.
In 2016, Cattelan installed an 18-karat golden toilet called “America” at
the Blenheim Palace in London, after having previously debuted at the
Guggenheim Museum in NYC. The golden toilet, valued at $1,000,000,
was functional at the time and, apparently, was “used” by hundreds of art patrons. (Yes, that means
exactly what you think it means and, yes, it’s gross.) A 66-year-old–man was later arrested stealing
the toilet, which tickled the artist.
When you’ve created a sculpture of cops standing on their
heads, and a golden toilet, and a row of life size horses with
their heads stuck in the wall (trust me, it’s out there), and a suicidal squirrel (yes, it’s
out there as well), what do you do next? I guess you do this – you stick a banana to
the wall with duct tape, and call it “The Comedian.” Then you sell it for $120,000;
and if one banana is good then two more are better, right?

pkduncan08@gmail.com

January 5: Hugo Lockett
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January 17: Rylan Sexton

Janaury 18: Ruth Ann Lawyer
January 19: Mary Hardin

January 22: Ava Lockett
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January 23: Zac Stevens

January 25: Stacey Evers

January 30: Kade Waggoner

If the art world is anything it’s creative, if not sometimes
altogether ridiculous. So, seeing all of the attention the wallbanana was getting another artist thought it was time to let the
King know he had no clothes. Enter performance artist David
Datuna, who in the middle of all the public attention, boldly walked up to the sold banana while still
on display at the Art Basel in Miami, and in front of dozens of people snapping pictures and recording
with their phones, pulled the banana off the wall and began eating it. When asked why (or more likely
“WHY?!!!!!”) he said it was an art performance he was calling “Hungry.”
Crazy right? I mean, the man just ate a $120,000 piece of art. Or did he? The artist, Mr. Cattelan, says he didn’t. Cattelan
explained the banana was always meant to be replaced as it began to rot, so it didn’t matter it was replaced because it was
eaten rather than because it was rotten. He said the true value for “The Comedian” was in possessing in the Certificate of
Ownership that accompanied the piece. Did you catch that? The artist said that the IDEA of the piece is more valuable
than the piece itself.
That’s an interesting idea, and potentially an illegal idea as well. Mr. Brian Frye, a law professor at
the University of Kentucky (and the most “law professor” looking guy ever), while in an admittedly
drunken state (“It was one o’clock in the morning and I was three sheets to the wind”) penned a letter
entitled “SEC No-Action Letter Request” in which he argues “The Comedian” piece violates Security
Exchange Commission regulations, as did the gallery that sold it. Frye argues that because art
collectors are purchasing the IDEA behind the banana and duct tape, rather than the items themselves,
they are actually purchasing a “security” as the U.S. Supreme Court defined securities in S.E.C. v. W.J.
Howey Co. Frye says “You’re buying a fractional interest in an abstract business proposition ... you’re
buying a percentage ownership in the fame ... It’s really like conceptual artists securitizing their own
celebrity.” In addition to noting potential legal concerns, and not wanting to miss out on an opportunity
to cash in himself, Mr. Fry goes on to argue (tongue firmly in his cheek) that his letter is also an illegal security for which
he will be selling “Certificates of Ownership” in a limited edition of 50 for $10,000 each. If he can sell the certificates that
would be $500,000, on top of the previous $360,000 spent on the three certificates for the art piece, for a total of $860,000,
and it all started with a banana and a strip of duct tape. I’m not making this stuff up people. Until next time.
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