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Letters	to	My	Church	
Mark	your	calendar	for	
February	10th	&	24th	as	we	
participate	in	Baptist	Women	
in	Ministry	Month	of	
Preaching.	We	are	privileged	
to	welcome	Kim	Divelbiss	back	
into	the	pulpit	to	be	enriched	
by	her	gifts	on	February	10th.	
And	then,	on	the	24th	we	
celebrate	Grace	Mitchell,	a	
Logsdon	Seminary	student	
called	to	ministry,	who	will	
preach	her	Jirst	church	sermon	
with	us.	Grace	is	an	extremely	bright	and	talented	
young	student,	and	I	know	preaching	at	NorthHaven	
will	be	an	afJirming	milestone	on	her	journey	into	
ministry.		

From	the	BWIM	website:		

“In	2007,	Baptist	Women	in	Ministry	invited	Baptist	
churches	to	participate	in	Martha	Stearns	Marshall	
Month	of	Preaching	by	having	a	woman	preach	
during	the	month	of	February.	This	invitation	
became	an	annual	event,	one	that	has	been	a	deeply	
signiJicant	source	of	joy	and	discovery	for	many	
churches	as	they	have	celebrated	the	giftedness	of	
women.		The	annual	preaching	month	was	named	
for	Martha	Stearns	Marshall,	an	eighteenth	century	
Separate	Baptist	woman.	

“For	twelve	years,	hundreds	of	churches	have	
celebrated	Martha’s	inJluence	and	example...	

“If	your	church	has	never	had	a	woman	preach,	our	
hope	is	that	you	can	prayerfully	and	thoughtfully	

take	small	steps	to	
help	move	your	
church	toward	being	

open.	For	churches	that	have	a	woman	pastor	or	that	
often	have	women	preach,	this	event	is	a	great	
opportunity	for	you	to	stand	with	and	support	
Baptists	who	are	still	hoping	for	and	dreaming	of	the	
day	that	their	church	will	allow	women	to	preach.	

“This	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	publicly	voice	your	
support	of	women	in	ministry,	to	be	counted	with	
other	Baptist	churches	in	celebrating	the	calling	and	
gifts	of	women,	and	to	remind	your	congregation	
that	God	does	indeed	call	women	to	the	work	of	the	
kingdom.	But	most	importantly,	this	is	an	
opportunity	for	your	church	to	invite	into	your	
pulpit	a	woman	who	has	never	had	the	opportunity	
to	preach.	Use	BWIM	Month	of	Preaching	as	a	time	to	
invite	and	support	a	Jirst-time	preacher.	

“Baptist	Women	in	Ministry	invites	you	to	remember	
and	honor	Baptist	preaching	women	of	the	past	and	
to	celebrate	the	giftedness	of	Baptist	woman	who	
continue	to	proclaim	the	gospel	today.”	

I’m	so	excited	to	be	a	part	of	a	church	community	
that	afJirms	the	gifts	of	all	those	whom	God	calls,	
without	exceptions.	NorthHaven,	you’re	a	church	of	
the	future,	and	honoring	the	gifts	of	women	in	our	
context	will	continue	to	strengthen	and	sustain	us	in	
the	many	beautiful	years	to	come.	I’m	excited	to	see	
how	the	spirit	is	moving	among	us. 

Jakob	Topper	

 P.O. Box 722772
 Norman, OK  73070

Return Service Requested

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Contact Information:
Church Phone:  321-8170

Day School Phone:  321-8170

Emails:

jakob@northhavenchurch.net

kim@northhavenchurch.net

cheryl@northhavenchurch.net

sheri@northhavenchurch.net

linda@northhavenchurch.net 
dayschool@northhavenchurch.net

mike@northhavenchurch.net

info@northhavenchurch.net

Website:

  www.northhavenchurch.net

NorthHaven:  An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring, 

challenging and equipping each other to participate in God’s 

great story.

Jakob	Topper	
Senior	Pastor

Baptist Women in 

Ministry Month of 

Preaching
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February 2:  Alyssa Turdo 
February 6:  Kim Schooler 
February 8:  Dan Hobbs 
February 10: Sharon Hewitt 
February 13: Jonathan Privett 
February 16: Karen Bowles 
February 16: Jay Liang 
February 17: Seth Jordan 
February 19: JJ Waggoner 

February 20: Eleanor Duncan 
February 20: Sandi Lasseter 
February 20: Kelly Miller 
February 24: Justin Wilson 
February 25: Alex Elmore 
February 25: Ronda Jones 
February 25: Dawson Lasseter
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If “necessity is the mother of invention” then desperation may be the father of marketing.  It was 
for Dan Robbins anyway. 
 
In the early 1950s, Dan Robbins was employed with Palmer Paint Co. in Detroit, MI.  Now, there 
is no reason to suspect Dan enjoyed his job any less than any other paint-supply-company-
employee, but he had aspirations.  He wanted to Live the American Dream and get rich by creating 
the next, big, gotta-have-it-can’t-live-without . . . SOMETHING.  He didn’t know what that 
“something” was going to be though until he picked up a book about Leonardo da Vinci and 
learned the Renaissance master would teach his apprentices how to paint by numbering sections 
of a canvas and then assigning those same numbers to different paints. 
 
That’s genius, right?!  Dan figured if da Vinci could teach people how to paint-by-numbers then 
he could too.  That’s when CRAFT MASTER PAINT-BY-NUMBER KITS came to be. 
 
Problem was, no one wanted them.  Retailers worried artists would poo-poo the idea as too 
simplistic, and non-artists just wouldn’t care.  So all these kits were just sitting in the Palmer Paint 
Co.’s warehouse (I’m just guessing, I have no idea where they were) when Dan finally got a call 
from an interested retailer, S. S. Kresge (later Kmart) that wanted a bunch of the kits.  Finally! 
This was his big chance! He just had to be sure he didn’t blow it.  Yeah  . . . he blew it. 
 
He shipped out two different kits, “The Fisherman” and “The Bullfighter” with swapped colors – 
the matadors were fighting green bulls and the fishermen were fishing out of red lakes.  Customers 
demanded refunds and Kresge canceled all of its future orders. 
 
Dan, realizing his business idea was about to go belly up, reached out to Macy’s in New York City 
and made an offer to their toy buyer.  He would demonstrate the kits in the store, Macy’s would 
take a percentage of all sales, and he would immediately haul off anything that didn’t sell.  Macy’s, 
having nothing to lose, agreed. 
 
Now, this is the part of the story where the whole “desperation may be the father of marketing” 
kicks in.  Dan decided to stack the deck by giving a couple of guys each $250 and telling them to 
hand it out to anyone willing to go to Macy’s to buy one of their Craft Master kits.  He figured that 
at $2.50 apiece, and with $500 being given out altogether, that he would sell all 200 of the kits.  
And he did.  Problem was, he hadn’t kept track of who the money had been given to so he couldn’t 
be certain which were “planted” sells and which were real.  Didn’t matter though because word of 
the buying frenzy reached the ears of retailers attending the annual NYC Toy Fair a couple of 
blocks from Macy’s and orders starting coming in from all over the country. 
 

By 1954, Palmer Paint had made over $20 
million through sales of its Craft Master 
paint-by-number kits and the company’s 
original 13 employees (Dan + 12) had 
grown to 1,200.           
 
 
 
‘Til next time, keep on doodlin’ ~ Don 
      

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

NorthHaven Day School 
Enrollment opens February 23 

Children 6 months- age 4 
	

Contact  
Abby Clark 

dayschool@northhavenchurch.net 
or  

Kim Divelbiss 
kim@northhavenchurch.net 

for more information. 

It’s Almost Time for….
NHC Team Sign up

What are NHC Teams?
Members and non-members of 
NorthHaven Church seeking to be 
involved in congregational life will work 
with staff members and congregational 
team leaders in a particular field of 
interest.  There are many ministries to 
choose from.  Sign up will begin 
2/24/19. Please prayerfully consider 
where you might be led to serve.

Here are the teams to consider:
• Bereavement Team
• Children’s Ministry Team
• College Ministry Team
• Congregational Fellowship Team
• Education Ministry Team
• Greeter Team
• Music Ministry Team
• Ordinances Team (Baptism & 

Communion)
• Public Address Team
• Public Relations Team
• Reflections Drama Team
• Senior Adult Ministry Team
• Shower Ministry Team (Baby & 

Wedding)
• Student Ministry Team
• Transportation Team
• Usher Team
• Worship Team
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Kid’sHaven 
At NorthHaven we recently closed out 2018 
celebrating improvements in our financial reports.  
As a church we have been intentional about 
stepping up to create a financially healthier 
church.  While we make these changes, I have had 
several parents ask me about opportunities to 
teach children to give.  In KidsHaven there are a 
variety of ways that parents and kids can help.   

-Donating supplies:  The most 
needed item in KidsHaven is 
individual snacks.  Have your 
child help pick out some snacks 
for Sunday School the next time 
you go the grocery store. 

-Collecting coins:  In the KidsHaven area, 
children can “feed” Titus, our dinosaur bank, just 
outside the children’s hallway doors.  All of the 
money that Titus collects goes to support 
NorthHaven’s missions.  We also have two other 
containers that don’t get much attention.  One is 
in the K-2 Sunday school class and the other is in 
the 3-5 Sunday school class.  These containers 
count the coins as they are dropped in and show 
kids a total dollar amount.  I would like to be able 
to incorporate these containers more in 2019.  One 
is being set aside for children’s budget and the 
other for general church budget.  Please consider 
helping your 
child earn coins 
to place in the 
bank of their 
choice so that 
they can begin 
to develop 
lifelong giving 
practices.  

-Supporting missions:  Recently, the children and 
youth participated in a hat and glove drive for 
Center for Children and Families Inc.  When I 
donated the 50+ pairs of gloves and 10+ hats, I 
was told how vital these items are.  Norman police 
officers regularly stop to pick up these items from 
CCFI for children who are walking to school 
during the winter without the appropriate warm 
clothing.  NorthHaven does several projects like 
this throughout the year.  We also have our 
ongoing diaper and baby supply drive for CCFI.  
Taking your child with you to help shop for items 
that others need is a great way to teach them 
about caring for our community. 

I appreciate all who make up the village of 
KidsHaven.  We have dedicated parents, Sunday 
school teachers, and Extended Session volunteers 
all working together to raise our kids to be 
servants in the Kingdom of God.   

Gratefully, 
Kim 

Our spring youth event, Connection 
Weekend, is coming up soon! I need a few 
volunteers to help out with transportation 
and meal planning; CW is March 1-2 (Friday 
evening, and Saturday). If you are interested 
in helping out please reach out to me and I 
can provide more detailed information. My 
church email: michael@northhavenchurch.net 

Thanks! 
Michael Boyd 
Interim Student Minister

A Bible Study  
facilitated by  
Jakob Topper  

where we take a  
deeper look at the 

scripture that will be 
used the following 

Sunday.  Come join in 
the conversation!

Wednesday Schedule 
5:00 p.m. - Dinner in the Compass Café 

6:00 p.m. - Childcare / Kids Club / Bible Study / 
NorthHaven Student Ministry 

7:00 p.m. - Choir

mailto:michael@northhavenchurch.net
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“The In-Between”

This is the time of “in-between.”  Advent/
Christmas is over, and Lent/Easter is a little over 
a month away.  It’s also winter, when the weather 
in Oklahoma can be all over the place.  Oh wait.  
That is anytime in Oklahoma.  Well, my point is, 
for me winter is an in-between as well.  I crave 
sunshine and warmer temperatures.

So, what do we do in the in-between?  CBFO 
moderator, Don Gilmore, at a recent Coordinating 
Council meeting played a recording of a song he 
and I were introduced to at an Alleluia Conference 
a few years ago.  The song was “The Work of 
Christmas” by Dan Forrest, an exceptional 
composer by the way. The text is by Howard 
Thurman.  In a note from the composer, Dan 
Forrest says that the text seemed to sing right off 
the page.  The music he wrote is indeed beautiful.  
But, check out Thurman’s text:

“When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone,

          When the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their 
flock,

          The work of Christmas begins:
          To find the lost, To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, To release the pris’ner,
To rebuild the nations; To bring peace 
among brothers, To make music from the 
heart.”

In other words, get to work.  Joan Chittister, in her 
book Following the Path, says, “…everybody has 
a call to something.  Afterall, we all come into this 
world equipped to do something of value, to 
become someone who will benefit the human 
race, to do something that brings creation closer 
to fulfillment.  Anything else is to be less than we 
are meant to be, to do less than we can do.”

How do we find the lost, heal the broken, feed the 
hungry, release the prisoner? Rebuild the 
nations?  Right.  I am only one person.  Bringing 
peace among my brothers and sisters is a noble 
goal.  To make music from the heart – ah, yes, 
THAT I can do!  We are called to be available, to 
be sensitive to those in need, to love God and our 
‘neighbor.’  We are called to pray, but we must 
ACT.

Matthew 25:37-40, CEB, says “Then those who 
are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you a drink?  When did we see you as a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes 
to wear?  When did we see you sick or in prison 
and visit you?’ Then the king will reply to them, ‘I 
assure you that when you have done it for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you have done it for me.’”

If we need to have motivation or challenge to live 
the life Christ calls us to, certainly these verses 
provide that.  We sang a little chorus recently 
titled, “Children of God, we are marching to Zion.”  
After the service, Susan Benenati suggested 
another verse, “Children of God, we are serving in 
Zion, every way, every day.”  If Zion is the 
kingdom of God, and God’s kingdom is here and 
now as well as our future, then we are to be about 
serving others.

I saw a social media post recently from Joanna 
Gaines stating they were preparing for spring at 
the Silos.  In the post was a picture of a wall 
display at the entry of the Silos with the following 
quote, “The world needs who you were made to 
be.”  May we search and find our authentic self, 
created by God to serve others in the world in 
which we live.  May we be open to opportunities 
to serve that present themselves, acting on the 
opportunities rather than turning our heads. We 
must remember Christ said, “when you have done 
it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you have done it for me.”

Let us live in the in-between and beyond.

Cheryl

	

	

Church	family,	I	cannot	put	into	words	

the	 amount	 of	 gratitude	 I	 have	 for	

you	 giving	 me	 the	 opportunity	 to	

serve	 as	 Interim	 Student	

Minister.		

I	 am	 extremely	 blessed	 to	 be	

surrounded	by	a	community	that	

encourages	and	challenges	me	to	

never	settle	and	to	always	seek	to	

go	deeper	in	my	walk	with	Christ.	

	

I	 have	 never	 felt	 more	 at	 home	 in	 a	

church	 than	 I	 have	 felt	 at	 NorthHaven.	 This	

community	 truly	 exemplifies	what	 it	 looks	 like	

to	 show	 the	 love	 of	 Christ	 to	 all	 who	 enter	

through	 our	 doors.	 Too	 often	 in	 life	 we	 allow	

differences	to	separate	us	from	one	another,	but	

here	at	NorthHaven	I	have	a	found	a	community	

that	 celebrates	 diversity.	 This	 church	 has	

discovered	the	beautiful	truth	that	it	is	precisely	

our	differences	that	make	us	part	of	the	diverse	

kingdom	of	Christ.	Thank	you	for	being	a	church	

that	 takes	 seriously	 the	 challenge	 and	 call	 of	

being	an	inclusive	family	of	Christ	followers.	

Church	 family,	 the	 students	 of	

NHSM	 are	 special.	 They	 take	

away	 the	 “job”	 aspect	 of	

ministry	because	they	truly	

make	 this	 work	 fun,	

impactful,	 and	 joyful.	 But	

more	 importantly	 they	

take	 seriously	 the	 call	 of	

following	Christ.	They	accept	

the	 challenge	 of	 being	 an	

inclusive	 family	 of	 Christ	

followers	 that	 inspire,	 challenge,	

and	equip	each	other	to	participate	in	God’s	

great	story,	and	they	do	it	with	joyful	hearts.	

I	 want	 to	 encourage	 you	 to	 continue	 to	

challenge	 and	 empower	 the	 students	 of	

NorthHaven	so	that	they	can	best	fulfill	this	

call	and	mission.	

	

Michael	Boyd	

WEEKLY	ACTIVITIES	

A	Letter	to	NorthHaven	Church	


