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A	Legacy		
of	Love		
by	Pam	Durso	

The	last	nearly	
seven	months	
that	I	have	spent	
as	your	Interim	
Pastor	have	been	
one	of	the	high	
points	in	my	

ministry	journey.	I	have	discovered	that	
NorthHaven	is	a	wonderfully	warm	and	
welcoming	congrega?on,	a	church	filled	with	
giBed,	talented	members,	and	a	place	of	good	
friendship	and	lots	of	laughter.	My	?me	with	
you	has	truly	been	joyful,	but	our	?me	
together	will	come	to	an	end	on	October	14.		

The	Pastor	Search	CommiIee	is	making	good	
progress	in	their	work,	and	I	have	been	
increasingly	mindful	of	my	own	capacity.	All	
the	traveling	has	caught	up	with	me,	and	I	am	
?red.	In	addi?on,	my	fall	schedule	with	Bap?st	
Women	in	Ministry	will	be	hec?c.	So	with	
great	sadness,	I	will	be	saying	goodbye	to	you	
soon.		

In	preparing	for	this	goodbye,	I	have	been	
thinking	about	what	I	will	leave	behind	and	
what	I	will	take	with	me.	And	for	reasons	
beyond	explana?on,	my	thoughts	turned	to	
Ruth.		

The	book	of	Ruth	is	
oBen	set	forth	as	a	

beau?ful	love	story.	There	surely	is	love	between	Ruth	
and	Boaz,	but	I	would	contend	that	the	great	love	story	
of	the	book	is	that	of	Ruth	and	Naomi.	Naomi	loved	
Ruth	so	much	that	she	was	willing	to	leave	her	behind	
so	that	Ruth	could	have	a	beIer	life,	and	Ruth	loved	
Naomi	so	much	that	she	was	determined	to	walk	away	
from	all	that	she	knew,	all	that	was	familiar	and	safe,	
and	go	to	a	new	place.		

There	are	many	lessons	to	be	learned	from	Ruth.	Chief	
among	those	lessons	is	the	importance	of	legacy.	In	the	
genealogy	of	Jesus—listed	in	MaIhew’s	gospel—we	
find	the	name	of	Ruth.	Because	of	her	commitment	to	
Naomi,	this	Moabite	woman	leB	behind	a	legacy	of	love,	
and	from	that	love	would	come	a	baby	boy	named	
Jesus.		

Ruth’s	words	of	commitment	are	s?ll	read,	and	her	story	
is	s?ll	told.	Thousands	of	years	later,	Ruth’s	legacy	lives	
on.	Her	story	teaches	us	that	we	are	all	building	a	
legacy.	The	love	we	share,	the	words	we	speak,	the	
encouragement	we	give,	the	faithfulness	we	model	are	
our	legacy.	We	are	building	our	legacy.		

Do	not	think	that	you	must	be	old	or	near	death	to	
consider	the	legacy	you	will	leave	behind.	Crea?ng	a	
legacy	starts	here	and	now,	and	Ruth’s	story	tells	us	that	
a	legacy	of	love	has	the	power	and	the	possibility	of	
changing	the	world.		

As	I	say	my	goodbyes	to	you—I	hope	and	pray	that	I	will	
be	leaving	behind	a	Ruth-like	legacy	of	love.	I	do	know	
for	certain	that	the	LOVE	you	have	shared	with	me	will	
live	on	in	my	life.	Love	is	your	legacy	to	me,	and	for	that	
I	will	be	forever	thankful.	

 P.O. Box 722772
 Norman, OK  73070

Return Service Requested

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Contact Information:
Church Phone:  321-8170

Day School Phone:  321-8170

Emails:

pamdurso@bwim.info

bryan@northhavenchurch.net

kim@northhavenchurch.net

cheryl@northhavenchurch.net

sheri@northhavenchurch.net

linda@northhavenchurch.net 
dayschool@northhavenchurch.net

mike@northhavenchurch.net

info@northhavenchurch.net

Website:

  www.northhavenchurch.net

NorthHaven:  An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring, 

challenging and equipping each other to participate in God’s 

great story.
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NHSM OCTOBER ACTIVITIES
October 3

Fall Break - No Wednesday night activities

October 9
4:15-5:15 - Meet at Tropical Smoothie on East 12th

October 10
Wednesday night board games & fellowship

October 17
Wednesday night worship through music

October 19-20
Connection Weekend

October 23
4:14-5:15 - Meet at Classic 50’s

October 24
6:00 - All Church “Chili Pumpkin”

October 30
4:15-5:15 - Meet at Starbucks on Main

October 31
Wednesday night Around the Campfire, Halloween style!

October Sunday morning Bible Study will focus on the book of James.

Look For the Helpers 
 

I got into the office this morning, turned on my computer, and saw today’s “Google 
Doodle” tribute to Fred McFeely Rogers and thought “That’s my NHC Newsletter 
ARTicle for this month, I’ll write about Mr. Rogers.” So I did. And it was as good as 
any ARTicle I’ve written. Then I saw a USA Today article from May 23, 2017, by 
reporter Allison Carter, based on a series of tweets from American journalist Anthony 
Breznican (@Breznican), who was, in turn, responding to a tweet from the previous 
day in which a person had quoted Mr. Rogers. [https://usat.ly/2qlVddl] The Rogers’ 
quote was proffered as comfort for the terrible May 22, 2017 terrorist bombing at an 
Ariana Grande concert in Manchester Arena, England, which killed 22 and injured 
hundreds.  Mr. Rogers’ quote: “When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the 
news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people 
who are helping.’” 
 
 

I deleted my story so I could share Mr. Breznican’s tweets. I think I made a good choice. 
 
● I have a story to tell about this man.  
● I was having a hard time. The future seemed dark. I was struggling, lonely, dealing with a lot of broken pieces and not 
adjusting well. 
● It was easy to feel hopeless. One span was especially bad. Walking out of my dorm, I heard familiar music. “Won’t you 
be my neighbor…” 
● The TV was playing in an empty common room. Mr. Rogers was there, asking me what I do with the mad I feel. (I had 
lots to spare. Still do.) 
● It feels silly to say, it felt silly then, but I stood mesmerized. His show felt like a cool hand on a hot head. I left feeling 
better. 
 
Days later Breznican went to step onto an elevator and ran into Mr. Rogers. The two nodded to each other without speaking, 
as people tend to do on elevators, but as the doors opened and Mr. Rogers started to walk away, Breznican felt he needed 
to speak. 
 
● The doors open, he lets me go first. I go, but turn around “Mr. Rogers…I don’t mean to bother you. But I wanted to say 
thanks. 
● He smiles, but this has to happen to him every 10 feet. “Did you grow up as one of my neighbors?” I felt like crying. 
“Yeah. I was.” 
● He opens his arms, lifting his satchel for a hug. “It’s good to see you again neighbor.” I got to hug Mr. Rogers, y’all! 
 
They chatted for a few minutes and Breznican tells him that recently, when he really needed it, he’d rediscovered the magic 
of the world Rogers created. 
 
● So I just said, “Thanks for that.” Mr. Rogers nodded. He paused. He undid his scarf. He motioned to a window, and sat 
down on the ledge. 
● This is what set Mr. Rogers apart. No one else would’ve done this. He goes, “Do you want to tell me what was upsetting 
you?” 
● So I sat. I told him my grandfather had just died. He was one of the few good things I had. I felt adrift. Brokenhearted. 
● I like to think I didn’t go on and on, but pretty soon he was telling me about his grandfather & a boat the old man bought 
him as a kid. 
● Mr. Rogers asked how long ago Pap had died. It was a couple of months. His grandfather was obviously gone decades. 
● He still wished the old man was here. Wished he still had the boat. “You’ll never stop missing the people you love,” Mr. 
Rogers said. 
● Finally, I said thank you. And apologized if I made him late for an appointment. “Sometimes you’re right where you need 
to be,” he said. 
● Mr. Rogers was there for me then. So here’s his story . . . for anyone who needs him now. 
● I never saw him again. But that “helpful” quote? That’s authentic. That’s who he was. For real. 
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October 4: Ingrid Lockett 
October 4: Troy Wilson 

October 5: Doug Crabb 
October 5: Brant Elmore 
October 5: Tanner Randall 
October 5: Vera Taylor 
October 7: Beth Taylor 
October 9: Phillip Crawford 
October 11: David Taylor 
October 15: Alex Privett 
October 16: Bryce Hester 
October 17: Deborah Hicks 

October 18: Amber Crawford 
October 19: Norma Stephenson 
October 21: Judy Warren 
October 23: Lynndi Cox 
October 24: Terry Hill 
October 24: Keely Robertson 
October 27: Bryan Partridge 
October 27: David Payne 
October 29: Ben Gattis 
October 30: Sandra Tucker

FROM THE PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE… 

Over	the	past	few	months,	the	pastor	search	conducted	telephone	interviews	with	
those	whom	we	considered	to	be	our	top	applicants.	After	prayer	and	discussion,	we	
then	narrowed	the	list	to	two	people.	We	then	traveled	to	their	respective	churches	to	
attend	services	led	by	them,	but	also	to	spend	some	time	in	face-to-face	conversation.	
Last	week,	the	committee	unanimously	decided	to	pursue	further	conversations	with	
one	of	those	candidates.	We	continue	to	depend	upon	your	prayers	as	we	enter	the	
>inal	phases	of	our	work.	As	you	pray,	please	pray	that	

*	God	would	continue	to	give	us	grace,	wisdom	and	discernment,	
*	We	would	faithfully	represent	you	in	this	process,	
*	God's	will	would	be	clearly	revealed	to	all	over	these	next	few	weeks,	and	
*	Our	words	and	actions	would	convey	the	deep	love	that	we	have	for	this	remarkable	
community	of	faith	that	God	has	built	here	in	NorthHaven.	

Thank	you,	

Randy	Ridenour

Kid’sHaven 
	“Beautiful	music	is	the	art	of	the	prophets	that	can	calm	the	agitations	of	the	soul;	it	is	one	of	the	most	
magnificent	and	delightful	presents	God	has	given	us.”	–Martin	Luther	

My Granny frequently spoke the words “I can’t carry a tune in a bucket”.  I am sad to report that 
she passed her music traits to me.  I do however love music and am so appreciative of those at 
NorthHaven who bless our church with their musical gifts and talents.  

In September, Kathy and Angela Paganoni led 
the children of KidsHaven in song helping them 
to begin our Pledge Sunday worship service.  
What a gift it was for our kids to be able to 
participate in such an important day in the life of 
our church.  Thank you Kathy and Angela for 
making this possible! 

Another thank you is in order as we think about 
the music of our church and that gratitude goes 
to our amazing Minister of Music, Cheryl Tarter.  
Cheryl is not only my co-laborer, but also my 
friend.  Cheryl works diligently in planning our worship each week.  She attends conferences 
and studies the order of worship.  She coordinates songs with the message.  Most importantly, 
Cheryl seeks to involve everyone.  She is always open to incorporating children or youth, 
traditional hymns and contemporary praise songs, and a variety of musical instruments.   So 
thank you Cheryl for including children and all of NorthHaven in worship through music. 
  
Grace & Peace, 
Kim 
   

KidsHaven Needs 
 Play-dough  

 Individual snacks
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“This	Ain’t	No	Country	Club!”	

My	partner	through	life,	known	to	many	as	‘Coach	
Tarter,’	has	spoken	various	phrases	to	runners	
through	his	many	years	of	coaching.	Here’s	a	few:	

“Put	some	heat	on	it.”	
“You’ve	got	to	go	NOW!”	
“You	will	run	your	best	race	TOMORROW!”	
“Don’t	stay	out	all	night	&	don’t	do	stupid	stuff!”	
“Focus	on	the	race.”	
“We	can	DO	THIS!”	
And	my	all-time	favorite	is,	“This	Ain’t	No	Country	
Club!”	

Most	of	those	phrases	are	self-explanatory,	right?	
He	coaches	student	runners	who	often	need	
reminded	of	simple,	logical	things.	But	that	last	
phrase…what	does	he	mean,	“this	ain’t	no	country	
club?”	

As	a	kid	growing	up	I	remember	some	of	my	friends	
talking	about	going	to	the	country	club,	usually	to	
swim	or	play	tennis.	While	in	high	school,	Clay	
worked	a	couple	summers	at	the	country	club	
mowing,	doing	maintenance,	and	even	helping	
shoot	off	the	>ireworks	display.	As	an	adult,	I	had	
opportunity	to	eat	at	the	clubhouse	several	times	
due	to	friends	who	happened	to	be	members.	As	
young	adults,	Clay	and	I	got	to	go	out	on	the	lake	in	
a	boat	because	one	of	our	church	members	
belonged	to	the	country	club	and	had	our	Sunday	
school	class	out	for	a	party.	So,	most	everything	you	
participate	in	at	the	country	club	is	fun,	easy	going,	
leisurely.	Even	most	golfers	would	agree	unless	they	
are	having	a	bad	game!	

Back	to	Coach	Tarter’s	phrase.	What	is	he	saying	to	
the	runners	when	he	uses	this	phrase?		Well,	here’s	
my	take.	Running	seems	easy	enough	to	do.	Just	get	
out	there	and	run!	However,	I’ve	lived	with	Coach	
Tarter	for	over	40	years	and	I	know	there’s	WAAYYY	
more	to	it,	at	least	to	run	competitively.	I	believe	he	
uses	that	country	club	quip	to	remind	runners	that	
their	task	is	dif>icult,	demanding,	and	certainly	not	
an	easy	road	to	reach	competitive	goals.		I	think	he	
is	telling	his	runners	they	cannot	achieve	success	
merely	by	joining	the	team;	they	have	to	do	the	hard	
work	of	training.	There’s	no	easy	path.	

Isn’t	that	true	in	life?	Jesus	tells	us	in	Matthew	
16:24,	“Whoever	wants	to	be	my	disciple	must	deny	
themselves	and	take	up	their	cross	and	follow	me.”		
He	also	reassures	us	in	Matthew	11:28-30,	“Come	to	
me,	all	you	who	are	struggling	hard	and	carrying	
heavy	loads,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.	Put	on	my	
yoke,	and	learn	from	me.	I’m	gentle	and	humble.	
And	you	will	>ind	rest	for	yourselves.	My	yoke	is	
easy	to	bear,	and	my	burden	is	light.”		In	other	
words,	Jesus	is	‘there	for	us’	in	good	times	and	hard	
times.	

I	>inally	asked	Clay	what	he	really	meant	with	that	
phrase	and	he	told	me	about	the	>irst	time	he	used	
it.	The	cross	country	team	was	in	his	classroom	
waiting	until	time	to	get	on	the	bus	to	go	to	a	meet	
sponsored	by	UCO.	It	was	early	in	the	season	and	it	
was	very	hot.	The	runners	were	complaining	about	
the	heat.	A	lot.	And	not	really	wanting	to	go	run	in	
the	heat.	Coach	had	heard	enough	and	launched	
into	a	spiel	about	how	running	was	NOT	easy	and	
requires	toughness.	I	believe	he	also	stated	that	
they	indeed	could	choose	not	to	be	a	part;	he	also	
stated	the	infamous	country	club	phrase.	He	said	
they	loaded	up	and	ended	up	running	pretty	well	
that	day.	

I	suppose	the	point	to	my	article	is	life	can	be	tough	
at	times.	We	can	be	tempted	to	have	feelings	of	
entitlement	and	lose	our	focus	as	Jesus	followers.	
Thanks	be	to	God	that	He	forgives	us	and	helps	us	
get	back	on	track.	

Here	is	verse	3	from	a	hymn	of	my	youth	which	
summons	us	to	action,	
“Challenge	us,	O	God,	our	Father,	To	the	task	which	
must	be	done	
For	Your	church	to	<ind	ful<illment	In	a	way	taught	by	
Your	Son.	
With	awareness	of	our	purpose,	With	commitment	to	
Your	call,	
May	we	help	prepare	the	time	when	Christ	will	reign	
as	Lord	of	all.”	
Stir	Your	Church,	O	God,	Our	Father	
By	Milburn	Price	and	A.L.	Butler	

“Let’s	not	get	tired	of	doing	good	because	in	time	
we’ll	have	a	harvest	if	we	don’t	give	up.”	Galatians	
6:9	

And	remember,	“This	Ain’t	No	Country	Club!”	

Challenge	accepted,	
Cheryl	

NorthHaven Gallery 
presents 

AN EXHIBITION 
of the artistic work of 

Gala Van Eaton 
 

Throughout the month of November 2018 
in the 2nd floor,  

Price Education Building Gallery 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Please contact Gala, 405-826-8518, or 

Sheri in the church office, 405-321-8170, for private showings. 

 

Grand Opening 
Sunday, November 4 

2-4pm 

Dear NorthHaven 
Friends, 

Thank you so much 
for the recent contribution to Baptist 
Women in Ministry!  It means a lot to 
our organization and to me 
personally!  I am grateful for all the 
ways NorthHaven supports women 
called and gifted by God! 

Pam

It’s a wrap! NHC Variety Show 2018


