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The church office will 
be closed for the  

July 4th Holiday on 
Wednesday, July 4th 

and  
Thursday, July 5th. 

Have a safe and fun  
4th of July!

The	Work	of	Discernment	
Pam	Durso	

If	you	ever	wondered	what	bad	habits	
ministers	have	.	.	.	well,	most	of	us	have	a	
book-buying	addic=on.	We	own	more	books	
than	we	need	or	will	ever	read.		I	am	the	chief	
sinner	when	it	comes	to	books.	I	can’t	resist	
buying	ones	that	look	interes=ng,	might	be	
helpful	in	my	work,	are	wriAen	by	my	favorite	
authors,	or	are	history-based.	Right	now	I	have	
a	stack	of	ten	or	twelves	books	by	my	bed—
the	ones	I	plan	to	read	next.			

Right	now	I	am	reading	The	Agile	Church:	
Spirit-Led	Innova=on	in	an	Uncertain	Age	by	
Dwight	J.	Zcheile.	The	premise	of	the	book	is	
simple—it	is	based	on	a	fact	that	we	all	know	
to	be	true:	Our	society	has	changed	

drama=cally	in	recent	
years,	and	established	
paAerns	of	Chris=an	

life	and	witness	no	longer	connect	as	they	once	did	with	
people	in	the	neighborhood.	The	mistake	churches	
make,	Zcheile	contends,	is	they	simply	do	what	they’ve	
always	done	rather	than	take	risks	and	learn	new	ways	
to	engage	with	the	community.	The	Agile	Church	is	a	
fascina=ng	read.	It	is	a	book	we	at	NorthHaven	need	to	
read.		

But	here	is	the	kicker	for	me.	Zcheile	asks	the	ques=ons	
that	I	have	been	pondering	in	these	last	few	months:	
What	is	God	doing	in	our	midst?	Where	do	we	see	the	
Spirit	at	work	among	us?	And	Zcheile	gets	to	the	true	
challenge	that	most	every	church	faces:		“This	work	of	
discernment,	or	aAending	prayerfully	and	wondering	
about	what	God	is	up	to	in	the	here	and	now	in	the	
power	of	the	Spirit,	is	not	easy	for	many	church	people	
today	because	it	has	not	been	their	primary	focus.	
We’ve	been	more	accustomed	to	asking	ques=ons	
about	what	we	want	our	church	to	be,	what	our	
members	want	in	terms	of	programming	and	
ins=tu=onal	life,	or	how	we’re	going	to	sustain	church	
the	way	we	like	it,	than	we	have	been	to	interpre=ng	
what	God	is	doing	in	our	midst	and	in	the	
neighborhood.”	

In	the	midst	of	the	days	in	which	NorthHaven	
prayerfully	considers	its	next	season	as	a	congrega=on,	I	
would	suggest	that	these	ques=ons	become	our	focus,	
the	centerpiece	of	all	of	conversa=ons,	the	heart	of	our	
worship	and	our	fellowship:	“What	is	God	doing	in	our	
midst?	Where	do	we	see	the	Spirit	at	work	among	us?”		

We	have	discernment	work	to	do—not	simply	about	
who	will	be	the	next	pastor	of	NorthHaven—but	who	
we	will	be	together	as	a	faith	family	as	we	are	aAen=ve	
to	the	Spirit,	as	we	listen	and	watch	and	live	fully	into	
God’s	call	to	us	as	a	congrega=on.		

 P.O. Box 722772
 Norman, OK  73070

Return Service Requested

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Contact Information:
Church Phone:  321-8170

Day School Phone:  321-8170

Emails:

pamdurso@bwim.info

bryan@northhavenchurch.net

kim@northhavenchurch.net

cheryl@northhavenchurch.net

sheri@northhavenchurch.net

linda@northhavenchurch.net 
dayschool@northhavenchurch.net

mike@northhavenchurch.net

info@northhavenchurch.net

Website:

  www.northhavenchurch.net

NorthHaven:  An inclusive family of Christ followers, inspiring, 

challenging and equipping each other to participate in God’s 

great story.
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Pray for our group that’s going to camp! 

Frankie Pratt 
Judd Divelbiss 
Gabe Stategier-Pierce 
Zach Dorman 
Jaden Joyce 
Gage Foreman 
Justin Youngquist 
Cash Divelbiss 
Grayson Schooler 
Trent Ray 
Hunter Henry 
Abigail Pratt 
Addie Shelton 
Molly McCutcheon 
Katie Elmore 
Jacie Joyce 
Madison Waggoner 
Abbie Waggoner 
Ashlyn Sexton 
McKenna Stehr 
Emily Miller 
Hannah Fullbright

Kim Divelbiss 
Bryan Partridge 

Mike Sexton 
Dianna Dorman 

Debbie Pratt 
Michael Robison 

Michael Boyd 
Amber Crawford 
Karlee Marshall

CAPTURING HISTORY IN OIL 
 
The recent history of China in 16 sentences.  In 1937 Japan demanded permission to enter the Chinese city of Wanping to 
search for a missing soldier.  China refused.  Japan tried to sneak in at night; they were rebuffed.  Japan said “Hey, we aren’t 
playing, we want in and we’ll fight you to get in.” China said “Bring it!”  So they did.  And so began the Sino-Japanese 
war, which lasted until 1945.  Now, as typically happens after a thing like that, there were a whole lot of people who had a 
whole lot of different ideas about what should happen next.  Unfortunately, they couldn’t agree, so they started fighting 
again.  The Chinese Civil War lasted four years until the Communist Party defeated the Nationalist Party in 1949 and 
established the People’s Republic of China.  Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Communist Party of China, took over.  In 1957 
he launched the “Great Leap Forward” campaign to move China’s economy from agrarian to industrial.  It lead to terrible 
famine and the death of an estimated 45 million people between 1945 – 1962.  As he was still unhappy – I guess you could 
say he was “Mao-content” (that’s for you Gary) – in 1966 he initiated the “Cultural Revolution” to remove counter 
revolutionary elements from Chinese society, resulting in class warfare and the widespread destruction of countless cultural 
artefacts.  Get the picture?  Things were pretty bleak for a lot of Chinese for a long time under Mao’s rein.   
 
Enter Mian Situ.  He was born in a small town in Southern China in 1953, Guangdong (formerly Canton).  His parents 
worked at a government-owned store for less than $12 a month, not because they wanted to but because the government 
told them.  They worked long, hard hours, returning home exhausted late at night, so Mian and his siblings were raised by 
his grandfather.  His grandfather dearly cared for the grandchildren, to the point of giving them his rice and doing without 
when there was too little to go around, but he was very strict and harsh.  Growing up in the Cultural Revolution, Mian had 
very little exposure to Western experiences and art.  However, as a teenager he was admitted to the Guongzhou Institute of 
Fine Art where he obtained a fine arts degree, under Russian instructors who helped focus his talents on realism over abstract 
art.  (Would that be an arts degree in “Fine China”?  Yes, I know, I’m trying too hard now.) Following Mao’s death Mian 
left China, moving to Los Angeles, then Vancouver, then Toronto, and then back to Los Angeles, working as a street artist 
and making dozens of portraits daily.  Being too good to stay on the street, Mian eventually started winning art contests and 
was soon noticed by the art community.  Today he has galleries in some of the most well-known art communities in America, 
such as Laguna Beach and Pasadena, CA; Scottsdale, AZ; and Jackson Hole, WY. 
 

Mian, in his second year at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, 
won the prestigious Prix de West’s Purchase Prize Award with this beautiful piece 
“Blasting a Route Through the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 1865, Central Pacific 
Railroad.”  Interestingly, in looking for a way to tell the story of the Chinese 
immigrants to America during the 1800’s he learned that most of the Chinese 
workers on the railroad came from in and around his hometown.  With this 
information he was able to capture and translate the struggles, determination, and 
sacrifice of his parents and grandfather into his paintings. 
 
I met Mian briefly at this year’s Prix de West and he’s a small, thin man, with 
intense eyes and a warm smile.  I liked him.  You would too.  I’d met his wife years 
earlier at Laguna Beach, when Greer and Grayson were really little and still 
towheads, and I was thinner and less grey at the chin.  I met her at Mian’s gallery 
and she insisted Mian 
had painted me.  I 
assured her he had not.  
She replied, “Do you 
have two small, blonde-
haired boys?”  Yes.  
“Have you taken them 
down to the beach?”  

Yes.  “Then he’s painted you, come I’ll prove it.”  And she 
showed me this painting.   
 
Until next time.       
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July 4: Laura Behrens 
July 6: Ashley Partridge 
July 7: Jo Ann Shelton 

July 7: Debra Steveson 
July 8: Nathan Foreman 
July 9: Megan Denney 
July 9: Pam Williams 
July 12: Wayne McEndree 
July 13: Vivian Lee 
July 14: Macy Jordan 
July 14: Sidnie Wale 
July 19: David Warren 
July 19: Greyson Williams 

July 22: Jacque Benenati 
July 22: Judy Chapman 
July 24: Egypt Waggoner 
July 26: Janie Biles 
July 27: Kim Divelbiss 
July 28: Brent Jordan 
July 30: Rita Lewis 
July 31: Mindy Jones

Who do you know?	 
By	Gala	Van	Eaton	
	

To Love and Be Loved, To Like and Be Liked, To Accept and Be Accepted 
	

"Conversion	for	me	was	not	a	Damascus	Road	experience.		
I	slowly	moved	into	an	intellectual	acceptance	of	what	my	intuition	had	always	known.”										Madeleine	L'Engle	

	
The	people	of	NorthHaven	are	not	more	special	than	anyone	else,	but	certainly	seem	to	value	acceptance	as	a	shared	
focus	alive	in	our	church.		This	distinctive	in	our	church	culture	is	something	that	has	come	to	light	in	our	effort	to	define	
ourselves	lately.			We	are	unapologetically	Christian,	no	doubt,	but	don’t	necessarily	hold	each	other	to	more	narrow	
standards	of	what	that	might	look	like.		We	seek	to	love	as	Christ	does—a	work	that	is	evident	in	this	story	both	without	
and	within	our	church.	
	

Tamara	Lookabaugh	is	one	of	our	newest	members.		She	and	her	husband	Mark,	having	decades	of	marriage	behind	
them,	were	looking	for	a	church	home.		They	wanted	a	place	where	their	authentic	questions	would	be	heard,	a	place	
where	they	could	grow.		After	becoming	somewhat	disillusioned	with	feelings	of	not	fitting	in	as	they	were	searching,	
they	got	first-hand	information	to	try	NorthHaven	from	one	of	Mark’s	colleagues	at	work,	Kelly	Crawford.		
	

But	let	me	back	up	a	bit	to	our	focus,	to	Tamara’s	story.		She	was	born	at	Baptist	hospital	in	Oklahoma	City	in	1963.		Her	
Mom	was	a	school	teacher	and	her	Dad,	an	architect.		She	had	one	older	and	one	younger	brother.		Tamara	
characterizes	her	childhood	as	a	great	and	free.		They	soon	moved	to	live	with	her	teacher	Grandma	in	the	countrified	
environs	of	Choctaw.		She	remembers	many	an	hour	riding	down	country	roads	on	her	bicycle	with	her	cousins	and	
freely	roaming	the	countryside	as	children	could	do	then.		They	did	attend	a	Baptist	church	and	Tamara	accepted	Christ	
at	age	eight.	
	

When	she	was	entering	7th	grade,	they	moved	to	Putnam	City,	then	when	her	Dad	left	home,	they	moved	to	Plano,	Texas	
where	her	Mom	found	a	good	job.		Tamara,	then	an	8th	grader,	stepped	up	to	care	for	her	brothers,	cooking	and	keeping	
house,	since	her	Mom	was	away	a	lot.		Her	Mom	remarried	and	Tamara’s	little	sister	was	born	from	that	union.		
However,	it	was	a	time	of	unrest	and	turmoil	at	home	and	her	step-father	left	before	Tamara’s	senior	high	school	year.		
They	moved	back	to	Choctaw	with	her	Grandma	and	Tamara	graduated	from	Choctaw	High	School.	
	

School	at	Oklahoma	Baptist	University	was	Tamara’s	next	step.		History	and	science	were	her	chosen	fields	of	study.		
While	there	she	met	a	man	who	was	on	a	pastoral	track	and	was	a	couple	of	years	behind	her.		They	married	and	she	
taught	science	at	Moore	High	School	while	he	finished	his	degree.		He	later	enrolled	at	Midwestern	Theological	Seminary	
and	they	were	blessed	with	a	daughter,	Erin.		Soon	after	completing	their	first	semester	at	MTS,	Tamara’s	Mom	became	
ill	so	they	moved	to	help	run	the	Day	Care	Center	she	had	begun.		Her	mother	recovered	and	their	small	family	moved	to	
California.	
	

Her	husband’s	Mom	had	invited	them	to	come	to	the	area	where	she	lived.		Unfortunately,	this	was	the	beginning	of	a	
hard	realization	for	Tamara,	and	for	their	family.		Her	husband	began	to	manifest	more	and	more	signs	of	a	severe	
mental	disorder	and	they	eventually	divorced.		Out	of	concern	for	their	daughter,	Tamara	brought	Erin	back	to	
Oklahoma,	where	she	first	worked	for	her	father	in	his	firm	as	she	became	recertified	to	teach	at	Moore	Central	Junior	
High	School.		After	living	with	her	Mom	and	then	her	older	brother’s	family,	she	was	able	to	move	with	Erin	to	her	own	
apartment.		It	must	be	said	that	these	years	of	struggle	helped	form	Tamara	into	the	strong	woman	she	is	today.		She	
freely	speaks	of	this	reality,	and	lives	with	the	attendant	sorrow,	but	is	not	defined	by	illegitimate	shame.		Thus,	her	
focus	on	the	worth	of	being	accepted	and	accepting	people	around	her	has	developed.	
	

So,	in	1996	Tamara	met	a	friend	and	co-worker	of	her	brother’s,	Mark	Lookabaugh.		They	“hit	it	off”	right	away	and	they	
married	in	1997,	when	Erin	was	five,	which	brings	us	back	to	where	we	began.		Tamara’s	beloved	Grandma	died	in	1989,	
her	older	brother	died	in	2001,	and	her	Mother	and	younger	brother	both	passed	away	last	year.		Tamara	also,	was	
surprised	by	a	collapsed	lung	last	year	which	demanded	about	six	weeks	of	recovery.		Can	you	see	then,	how	relieved	
she	and	Mark	were	to	find	acceptance,	and	how	important	it	is	that	we	share	Christ’s	love	with	each	other,	in	our	church	
fellowship	and	everywhere	we	go?	

From the Pastor Search Committee… 
NorthHaven's pastor search committee is composed of Pamela Duncan, 
Brant Elmore, Donna Evers, Neal Hardin, Sandi Lasseter, Randy Ridenour, 
and JJ Waggoner. Over the past several weeks, we have been gathering 
information about the church to share with candidates, but also getting 
your thoughts about the qualities that you think the next pastor of 
NorthHaven should have. 

Many thanks to all who completed our surveys and shared thoughts with us 
when we visited Bible Study classes. We'll soon be sending the survey results 
to church members by 
email. If you don't have 
access to email, and would 
like to see a hard copy of 
the results, please let me 
know. We are now 
beginning to consider 
resumes as we start to 
receive them. We certainly 
appreciate your prayers, 
and would be happy to hear 
any thoughts and ideas that 
you would like to share. 

Randy Ridenour, Chair
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Kid’sHaven 

Oh	my	goodness	how	=me	is	flying	by	this	summer!		In	
June	I	had	the	joy	of	taking	a	small	group	of	girls	to	
children’s	camp	in	Waxahachie,	TX.		We	had	a	
wonderful	=me	despite	the	fact	that	they	talked	me	
into	a	recrea=on	game	that	involved	me	army	crawling	
on	a	wet	tarp.		A	few	days	a[er	camp,	I	headed	to	
Dallas	for	the	CBF	annual	mee=ng.		This	is	always	a	

great	way	to	gather	with	folks	from	other	churches	
and	gain	new	ideas.		

	July	is	sure	to	be	just	as	exci=ng	as	I	travel	to	New	
Mexico	with	the	youth	for	their	camp.		VBS	also	starts	
in	July.		July	29th		–	August	1st,	from	6:00	–	
7:30	children	ages	3	years	to	comple=on	of	5th	grade	
can	par=cipate	in	an	exci=ng	safari	theme	VBS	
exploring	God	together.		Registra=on	forms	will	be	
available	on	the	KidsHaven	desk	on	July	1st.		

Looking	forward	to	August,	we	will	have	the	Blessing	
of	the	Backpacks	and	Promo=on	Sunday	on	August	
12th	during	church.		At	this	=me,	kiddos	that	have	
completed	5th	grade	will	officially	move	to	youth	and	
those	entering	into	Kindergarten	will	receive	a	Bible	as	
we	welcome	them	into	worship.			

I	hope	you	all	are	having	a	wonderful	summer!	

Blessings,	
Kim	

Save the date! 
July 29 - August 1 

VBS 
“Exploring God” 

“Cadie	Wants	Love…Just	Like	Us”	

What’s	Cadie	been	up	to,	you	ask?		Cadie	is	our	black,	white,	and	a	liAle	brown	
6	½	year	old	dachshund	which	we	adopted	when	she	was	four	years	old.		She	
had	been	living	in	a	shelter	for	4	months	when	we	adopted	her,	bringing	along	

her	fears	and	quirks	to	her	new	home.	She	joined	Chase,	another	dachshund	we	had	adopted	about	3	months	
earlier.		Their	personali=es	were	completely	opposite,	yet	they	were	perfect	for	each	other,	complimen=ng	each	
other.		When	Chase	died	a	couple	years	ago,	Cadie	was	lost.	Her	fears	and	quirks	have	increased,	causing	her	to	
scare	easily	and	she	is	frightened	of	most	people.		Clay	and	I	have	thought	about	trying	to	find	her	a	new	‘friend’	
but	the	right	one	hasn’t	come	along	yet.		She	has	been	trying	to	make	friends	with	Gloria,	our	new	neighbor	dog.		
But	Gloria	likes	to	bark	fiercely	at	Cadie,	making	her	wary.		I	feel	sure	they	both	need	doggie	counseling!	

When	I	arrived	home	from	the	CBF	Conference	in	Dallas,	Cadie	would	not	let	me	prac=ce	piano	for	the	worship	
service,	which	I	really	needed	to	do.		She	is	usually	content	to	lay	in	her	dog	bed	and	listen,	or	just	ignore	me,	but	
that	evening	she	persisted	in	pestering	me	so	much	that	I	finally	had	to	stop,	go	sit	on	the	couch	with	her,	and	give	
her	ALL	my	aAen=on!		There	are	so	many	parallels	in	Cadie	and	the	Chris=an	faith	walk.		Some=mes,	we,	like	Cadie,	
want	aAen=on.		We	want	to	be	seen,	heard,	acknowledged.		Cadie	is	very	needy,	wan=ng	to	be	peAed	or	fed	o[en.		
Its	her	way	of	being	acknowledged,	plus	she	IS	a	doxie	and	loves	to	eat.	

So,	how	do	we	deal	with	that	need	in	ourselves?		We	wonder	why	other	people	can’t	see	our	point	of	view	or	like	
what	we	like.		Which	leads	me	to	a	book	I’ve	been	reading	=tled,	Everybody,	Always	by	Bob	Goff.		Bob’s	premise	is	
that	God	wants	us	to	become	Love.		You	know,	like	Jesus	did.		He	says,		
					“We	make	loving	people	a	lot	more	complicated	than	Jesus	did.		Every	=me	I	try	to		
					protect	myself	by	telling	somebody	about	one	of	my	opinions,	God	whispers	to	me	
					and	asks	about	my	heart.		Why	are	you	so	afraid?		Who	are	you	trying	to	impress?	
					Am	I	really	so	insecure	that	I	surround	myself	only	with	people	who	agree	with	me?	
					When	people	are	flat	wrong,	why	do	I	appoint	myself	the	sheriff	to	straighten	them	
					out?		Burning	down	others’	opinions	doesn’t	make	us	right.		It	makes	us	arsonists.”	
He	later	states,	
					“Arguments	won’t	change	people.		Simply	giving	away	kindness	won’t	either.		Only		
					Jesus	has	the	power	to	change	people,	and	it	will	be	harder	for	them	to	see	Jesus	if		
					their	view	of	Him	is	blocked	by	our	big	opinions.”	
Toward	the	end	of	Chapter	1	Bob	reminds	us	we	are	called	to	love	God,	love	our	neighbor,	and	even	love	our	
enemies.		He	then	challenges	us	to	reach	out	to	someone	we	disagree	with,	who	isn’t	like	us	at	all,	and	decide	to	
love	them	the	way	we	want	to	be	loved	by	Jesus.		“We	need	to	love	everybody,	always.		Jesus	never	said	doing	
these	things	would	be	easy;	He	just	said	it	would	work.”		Bob	Goff,	Everybody,	Always.		Check	it	out.	

So,	liAle	Cadie	is	a	dog	with	quite	a	bit	of	paranoia.		I	love	her	as	she	is.		My	challenge	is	to	love	others	as	Jesus	
loves,	especially	those	who	are	most	unlike	me.		Tough	to	do,	but	it	works.	

					“Yes,	they’ll	know	we	are	Chris=ans	by	our	love,	by	our	love.		Yes,	they’ll	know	we	are	Chris=ans	by	our	love.”			
“They’ll	Know	We	Are	Chris=ans”	by	Peter	Scholtes	

P.S.		Summer	is	a	great	=me	to	give	choir	a	try.		During	July	we	will	rehearse	at	10:00	a.m.	each	Sunday.		Join	us!		
We’re	just	here	to	share	the	love	Jesus	gives	us.	

Cheryl	


