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Who do you know?

By Gala Van Eaton

Called to a Noble Profession
“Teaching is not just a job. It is a human service, and it must be thought of as a mission.”
Dr. Ralph Tyler, “the grand old man of educaBonal research”
Keely Robertson has a made-up name. No, it’s not Keely. Her middle name is LaNee (say Lah-Nay) and her Mom
thought naming her was so signiﬁcant that she made up Keely’s middle name. While Keely looks like a purely
beauBful and convenBonal gal, she has most oOen chosen “the road not taken.”
She was born in Batesville, Mississippi, a small town in northwest Mississippi. Her mom sBll lives there but visits
Keely as much as possible. Keely has been close to all her Mom’s siblings and extended family as long as she can
remember. She says church aSendance was important for her and her mom and Keely made a decision for Christ at
age eight, which she reaﬃrmed at age eleven. At age seventeen, Keely aSended Mississippi College, and earned
her bachelor’s degree in Spanish, French, and EducaBon.
Progressively she began to know that she was being called by God to people of diﬀerent languages and cultures.
At twenty-nine she went to Spain for about two and a half years, in the northeast Aragon Province, then moved to
Madrid. At ﬁrst she was teaching English as a second language in a liSle village, where she was mostly shunned as
a Protestant immigrant by the people there. This experience has enhanced her understanding of the dynamics
immigrants may feel and has expanded her compassion for those who are outside the majority in culture and
language. Her overall assessment of that Bme is of good memories and she learned valuable lessons including,
“you can’t out give a Spaniard.” She also realized that her calling, while to people of diﬀerent languages and
cultures, was not necessarily to be overseas.
Keely returned to the United States and earned her Masters of Arts in Curriculum and InstrucBon with an emphasis
in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) at the University of Mississippi in 2004. Though she
holds over twenty years of teaching experience, she has taught all age groups, mostly in academic se`ngs. She
spent eight years as Director of the Intensive English Program at OBU. Currently Keely is teaching in the OU Center
for English and Second Language programs and has been there ﬁve years so far.
She has begun work as a PhD Candidate in InstrucBonal Leadership and Academic Curriculum at OU and hopes to
complete that work in December 2018. As you might imagine, this work requires a heavy dose of research in
addiBon to her teaching duBes.
Keely says she has been fortunate to experience God as her Father and husband. She loves working with teachers
who come to observe her classes, but she also loves her students and knows she is fulﬁlled by bringing her love of
language and love of students together on a daily basis. For her, teaching English is “a science and an art”
resulBng from years of following her calling.
It won’t surprise you to learn what brought her to NorthHaven. She took a required culture class in religious
diversity and one of the panel members for the class impressed her with his a`tude of comradeship and
acceptance of others. It was Mitch Randall. So she visited NorthHaven a couple of years ago and now is part of
this fellowship.
When you see Keely, I hope you’ll remember her unusual and important name and give her encouragement as she
conBnues on the painstaking road to her next academic achievement and furthers her calling.
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Ramblings from the Rev….
Ordination? It still hasn’t really sunk in. Saturday,
December 9, 2017 will forever remain in my heart
and my mind. Not just as the day that I publicly
said “yes” to God’s calling, but as a day where my
church family surrounded my family and myself
with love and support. I want to
thank the members of NorthHaven
for the encouragement that has made
it possible for me to grow and find
my place in ministry. For those who
have paved the way and been
examples, for those who have walked
beside me, and for those who will
follow, I am grateful. The service
itself was beautiful and I truly
appreciate everyone who made that
possible.
As I write this, my children (all of
them…two legs and four) and I are in Clarksville,
Indiana. If you know me at all, you know that I like
to torture, I mean treat, my children with road
trips. Richard plays the “self-employed” card and
only goes on select trips…seems like he made the
Hawaii trip pretty easily! I want my kids to see

The house I booked for this trip is a 1940ish farm
house with property to roam. It is also located only
fifteen minutes from Louisville,
Kentucky. This morning, while the twolegged little darlings slept, I took the fur
babies out to walk in the leaves. I read
my Bible and drank my coffee in a living
room that reminds me of my Granny’s.
Judd was the first to rise…shocker. He
and I have explored the creek and played
with the dogs. As I type, he is playing a
game and we are both enjoying coffee…I
know he is only 11, but hey, this is
vacation! I’ll make some cinnamon rolls
in a bit and eventually we will head into town. But,
for now I’m soaking up every moment of peace,
reminding myself that in 2018 I want to strive to
make the most out of the little things. I pray that
your 2018 will be filled with simple joy!
Happy New Year,
Kim

January 2: Ray Hester

January 12: Capri Foreman

January 5: Hugo Lockett

January 18: Ruth Lawyer

January 2: Nora Taylor

January 5: Don Steveson
January 6: Cheryl Wilson
January 7: Jill Housley

January 8: Jerry Russell
January 9: Neal Hardin

January 11: Michael Morgan
January 11: Tony Waggoner
Page 6

I AM SO GOING TO CHECK THIS OUT! YOU SHOULD GO TOO.
Okay, so, there’s this interesting new artist-drivengallery-installation-interactive-playground-kind-ofthingy in Oklahoma City that I’m dying to check out
called “SHIFT.” It doesn’t sound like anything I’ve
ever experienced before, and I’m betting very few (if
any) of you have experienced anything like it either.
(Except, maybe if you’ve been to “MEOW WOLF”
in Santa Fe, which I’ll come back to in a bit.)

ARTicle

Children’s Corner

things, I’m nerdy like that and am working on
making them nerdy too. Our life seems so frazzled
with commitments and technology, so I love an
opportunity to get away, enjoy some nature, and
take in a museum or two.
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So, what is this “SHIFT” all about? Well, here’s how
the collaborative artists who created the gallery, who
call themselves “Factory Obscura,” described it:
“Shift is a fully-immersive, experiential art
installation that challenges the participant to
physically explore the full-sensory environment.”
Did that help? Yeah, didn’t help me much either. So, let me try: It’s a lot of wacky, crazy, bright colored art stuff that you
can climb on, over, under, and through as you just let yourself enjoy the moment without worrying about what it all
“means.” Is that better? No? Okay, then how about: It’s an adult playground. There you go, now you got it!
The artists behind SHIFT are quick to let you know they were inspired by the Meow Wolf (Art Complex and House of
Eternal Return) in Santa Fe, NM. Which, as you might guess, is just as, if not more, odd than SHIFT.
Meow Wolf began in 2008 and over the years has created several “unique and immersive art installations with multimedia
elements and a mysterious narrative throughout.” (READ: Stuff you can touch even though your Mom and Dad always
said to “look with or eyes, not your hands,” but Aunt Charlie let you look with your eyes AND your hands, so, I guess
Charlie would’ve really dug this place.)
Meow Wolf has had things like “Biome Neuro Norb,” a Sci-Fi (or “SyFy” if you prefer) inspired installation; a multimedia
theatrical play called “The Moon is to Live On;” and a 70-foot, two-leveled ship called “The Due Return.” Throughout the
exhibit there is a supposed common narrative, but I don’t know that I’d try too hard to figure it out; I think I’d just enjoy
the odd, but whatever, you do you.
Santa Fe resident and Game of Thrones author George R. R. Martin pledges $2.7 million in 2015 to find Meow Wolf a
permanent location in Santa Fe in a vacant bowling alley. It’s been a huge hit ever since.

January 12: Brad Moore

As cool as Meow Wolf sounds (and, come on, that’s some cool sounding stuff right there, right?!), and as much as I enjoy
visiting Santa Fe (beautiful skies, interesting adobe homes, gorgeous art, and THE FOOD!), it’s just a whole lot easier to
drive to OKC to check out some weird art at SHIFT. So, that’s what I’m going to do.

January 19: Mary Hardin

The SHIFT installation is presently located at 1218 N Pennsylvania Ave, OKC, where it is open from noon- 6 PM,
Thursday – Sunday, through February 25, 2018. AND, if the description and photo didn’t convince you that SHIFT
is unique then this should – IT’S COMPLETELY FREE! At least until it moves from its present sight anyway.

January 22: Ava Lockett

January 22: Madison Waggoner
January 23: Zac Stevens

January 25: Fred Benenati

So, if you’re tired of the same-ol-same-ol, and who isn’t, and you want to climb into some weird art LITERALLY (I
understand you enter the installation through a giant skull’s nose hole and exit through its mouth) then you should check
out SHIFT. Sounds fun and trippy, right?! Who’s up for a NorthHaven Art Field Trip?
Here’s a link to 1 minute YouTube video on SHIFT - https://youtu.be/lCakYPcNSmg.

January 25: Stacey Evers

January 30: Kade Waggoner
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“Gratitude is an Attitude”
I have so very much to be thankful for. I am thankful for an
incredible group of people that I get to work with each week who
lead in us in worship. NHC choir members give of their time and
talents, committing to this ministry each week. I am grateful for
their commitment and their wonderful talents. Our Christmas musical presentation was beautiful,
fun, and a result of much hard work. They are to be commended. Our church is blessed with so many
gifted people. Dr. Kimberly Jensen, in addition to being a Cine pianist, is such a delight to work with.
Our Minister to Students, Bryan Partridge, exudes creativity! He, Autumn Lockett, Missy Randall, &
Rachel Youngquist constructed such a fun telling of the Christmas story entitled “500 Miles to
Christmas.” The performers did a great job and took all of us in attendance right along with them on
the journey. Reverend Kim Divelbiss provided much fun for our kiddos during the Christmas season,
celebrating a “Happy Birthday, Jesus” party on Christmas Eve morning. Our departing pastor, Mitch
Randall, has preached stirring and challenging sermons this Advent/Christmas season. I am thankful
to have had the opportunity to work with Mitch these past Cive years. And then, there’s Sheri. If you
ever want to REALLY know what goes on behind the scenes at NorthHaven, come spend a day or two
with Sheri Ridenour. Especially, on Sunday mornings. During Advent. I am SO thankful for Sheri!
And then there is YOU! The members of NHC. This faith community is one of a kind. You are
welcoming to all. You look beyond what is common, looking for the uncommon. Can we do more?
Absolutely. And we should. It is time for us all to ‘step up to the plate,’ even if it causes us some
discomfort. Is that scary? Yes! It is!!! We have been through a tumultuous season during 2017. We
need to call to mind the promises of God in the days ahead. One of my favorites is Isaiah 49:25,
“Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

In December, NHSM gathered to be the presence of Christ for a
family in need. We joyfully gathered to fulfill the Christmas wish
lists of two teenagers and a baby from the family. We closed out
the evening by watching the latest Star Wars movie together.
Take a look at some pictures from our event!

As we prepare for 2018, let us focus on positive ways to deal with life. It is our choice as to how we
deal with what life throws at us. Let us surround one another in love, lifting each other up,
encouraging one another. We ALL need community. It can be a strength of NorthHaven. Let us be
grateful for that love and support we offer and receive. As I write, we are preparing to sing the great
Irving Berlin song, “Count Your Blessings.” It is such an encouraging song; sometimes, it is hard to be
grateful. And I believe God understands that it is difCicult. Heather Sorenson’s beautiful anthem, “In
This Hour,” speaks to the difCiculty of life and the option to face difCiculty through prayer. The entire
text is incredible, but the middle section to the end says, “You help me with the words I can’t yet say.
And when I can’t quite reach You, You meet me on my way. And if my heart is silent, You still stay in
this hour, when I pray. In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief. And so You
wait to meet me there, in this special place of prayer; savor every moment shared, and linger in this
hour of prayer.”
Amen!

Prayerful blessings for an encouraging New Year.

Cheryl
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